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ciency of the Army by a retired list for disabled 
officers. a great saving to the Government was the result 
of his labors. [ know this as a fact; and at the first 
session of Congress which I attended, in 1848, the 
chairman of the Committee on Pensions (Governor 
Johnson, of Louisiana). assured me that almost 
the whole business was in his hands; that the 
committee permitted him to make reports in nearly 
every case. At the last session of Congress a 
similar course would have been pursued if I, as 
chairman of the committee, had been willing to 
assume so much responsibility, This I declined 
to do, and the committee were unanimous in their 
opinion that the interests of the country would be 
subserved by the appointment of aclerk. On this, 
as I have just remarked, the committee were unan- 
imous; and in consequence of the great number of 
cases now before us, and the utter impossibility of 
widow, and administratrix of A. R. Hetzel, late obtaining the services of the different members of 
assistant quartermaster in the Army of the United the committee, they have therefore instructed me 
States. | to offer this resolution; and I am satisfied that by 

The bill was read and passed to the second | doing so the business of the claimants will be bet- 
reading. || ter attended to, and a considerable saving to the 

Ordered, That the bill be printed. country be effected. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, to whom Mr. ATCHISON. I am satisfied with what 
was referred the memorial of Roger Jones, sub- the Senator from Iowa has said, and I wiil take 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for the relief his word, without anyargument. I did not know 
of Adjutant General Roger Jones. " that this proposition came from the Committee on 

The bill was read and passed to the second Pensions, or was presented by that Senator. The 
reading. reasons he has assigned I think are suflicient to 

Resolved, That the report be printed. authorize the appointment of a clerk. 


Mr. DODGE, of fowa, from the Committee on The question was then taken, and the resolution 
a . , ’ r =) 

Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill to || ¥*% adopted. 

relinquish to the State of Iowa the lands reserved REINVESTIGATION OF SETTLED CLAIMS. 
for salt springs therein, reported it without amend- || Mr, UNDERWOOD. 


ment. lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for the reinvestigation, by the judicial department of the 
Government, of all payments made by any of the executive 
departments, when there is ground to apprehend fraud or 
mistake. 

I beg leave to make a statement, and then to ask 
for the immediate consideration of this resolution. 

I brought this subject to the attention of the 
Senate perhaps two years since. The necessity 
of some provision of this sort grew out of a case 
somewhat personal to my family. I had an old 
uncle who happened to be a revolutionary captain 
in George Rogers Clark’s regiment. He died in 
1794; and under the act of 1832, allowing half pay, 
there were some two or three thousand dollars to 
which my family were entitled, and which some 
twenty years ago they drew from the Treasury. 
Subsequent to that time a North Carolina family 
sprung up, pretending to be the heirs of John 
Rogers deceased, insisting that he lived tll 1822 
or 1823, and drew from the Treasury some fifteen 
or twenty thousand dollars, for the services of the 
same man whose family had drawn two or three 
thousand dollars before. This money was drawn 
two or three days before I reached Washington, 
and when I was informed of it, 1 went at once to 
the department and made some inquiry to know 
how this had happened. They showed me a 
bundle of papers in which there was affidavit after 
affidavit, ad memorial on memorial, and circum- 
, stance after circumstance, to show that this North 
sions. The memorial is enclosed to the Commis- || Carolina family were the real descendants of John 
sioner, and he gives his opinion in relation to it, |, Rogers, alleging that he had been a married man, 
embracing the law and its application to the facts; || and left a great many children; when, in fact, the 
and itis no difficult matter then for the committee | real John Rogers was never married, and died a 
to determine whether they will allow or disallow | bachelor. 
the pension. || investigating this matter, and getting the money 
_ Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I believe, sir, that an || back again. It was said that perhaps the decis- 
immense saving to the Government will be the re- | ion of the department was final, and there could 
sult of the employment of this clerk. It is his | be no reinvestigation; and thus it appears that two 

uty to carry communications, petitions, and pa- | sums of money have been paid in consequence of 
pers, in every case, to the Commissioner of Pen- || the services of the same man. 
sions; to confer with him; to ascertain the facts in | of my family, allow me to remark, that I was 
each case respectively; and also communicate by | obliged to send home and get copies of the original 
letter with the Commissioner, by order of the | commission, which fortunately had been retained; 
committee, in each case. At the last session of || and we also retained the diploma of his being a 
Congress the clerk of our committee addressed | member of the Cincinnati Society, signed by Gen- 
Some two or three hundred communications to the || eral’ Washington, and countersigned by nee. 

ommiussioner, made very frequent visits to him It so happened that the claim twenty years ago, 


CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 
On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns this day, it ad- 
journ to meet again on Friday next. 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLEMENS, from the Committee on Mil- 


itary Affairs, to whom was referred the joint res- 


olution authorizing the President of the United 
States to confer the title of Lieutenant General, by 
prevet, for eminent services, reported it without 
amendment. : 2 
Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
Margaret Hetzel, submitted a report, accompanied 
by a bill for the relief of Mrs. Margaret Hetzel, 


1 desire to offer the fol- 


NAVAL DEPOT AT KEY WEST. 
Mr. MALLORY submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered hy unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire inte and report on the expediency of 
establishing a Naval Depot at Key West, in the State of 
Florida. 


CLERK TO COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS. 


Mr. JONES. I wish to offer a resolution, and 
I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate that it 
may be considered now. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be author- 
ized, as heretofore, to employ a clerk. 


Mr. ATCHISON. Unless the pension busi- 
ness has greatly increased within the last few | 
years, there is no necessity to appoint a clerk to 
that committee. I was a member of that commit- 
tee at one time—I believe for about two years— 
and, to the best of my recollection, two members 
of the committee disposed of all the business 
brought before that committee. Two working 
members were at that time amply sufficient to dis- 
pose of all the business without occupying half of 
their time. Now, I am not aware that there has 
been such an increase of business as to require a 
clerk; and it does seem to me that five members, | 
who constitute that committee, can dispose of pen- 
sion claims. These claims are generally disposed | 
of upon the opinion of the Commissioner of Pen- 


Well, f asked if there was no way of 
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synopsis of each case; and | am well satisfied that || 


For the reputation || 





PUBLISHED AT WASHINGTON, BY JOHN C. RIVES—TERMS g3 FOR THIS SESSION. 


New Series..... No. 10. 


Rogers was made on the atiidavit of a single sol- 
dier, and it Was overruled by the pile Of attidatits 
to which I have referred; and we were told that 
there could be no reinvestigation, because the ac- 
tion of the department was final. | brought this 
subject to the attention of the Congress of the 
United States, and, since that time, I have re- 
ceived letter after letter stating other cases of pre- 
cisely the same kind. I hope the Committee on 
the Judiciary will attend to it. L once drew up a 


i, bill for the remedying of this evil, but it fell through. 


I want them to provide by law a remedy in case 
of payments being made by the Executive depart- 
ment of the Government, where there is ground to 
apprehend fraud or mistake, that remedy to be by 
bringing suit against the party supposed to be in 
the wrong, and make them refund the money. 
Justice requires this; and I hope that the Com 

mittee on the Judiciary will take the subject under 
their consideration, and report us a bill to that 
effect. I ask that the resolution may be now con- 
sidered, and the subject referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. ’ 

The consent of the Senate being given to the 
present consideration of the resolution, and the 
question being taken on its adoption, it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

MESSENGER OF THE SENATE. 

Mr. BELL. I offer the following resolution. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That Owen Connelly be and he is hereby ap 
pointed messenger to the Senate, the appointment to take 
effect from the first day of March, 1851. 

I do not know, Mr. President, whether this is 
in strict conformity with the usual mode of pro- 
ceeding in such cases; but it was suggested to me 
that I should make the proposition, and ask the 
unanimous consent of the Senate to consider tt 
now. Iwill merely state to the Senate what I 
have been informed in regard to the condition of 
this man. He was formerly a watchman upon 


on 
| the grounds of the Capitol, and had the misfor- 


tune to be dreadfully crushed. He recovered, how- 


| ever, sutiiciently to he able to perform the duties 


of an ordinary messenger about the Senate, al- 
though not sufficiently to be able to perform labor 
| about the grounds. By this accident he has been 
left destitute. It is true that this man has not suf- 
fered in the Army or the Navy, but he has suf- 
fered in our service here; and as there are several 
| duties that he can competently perform as a mes- 


| senger, I trust the Senate will agree to consider 


this proposition now. This isa dreadful season 
for a man to be cut off from the means of support, 
| especially when he has been deprived of the energy 
and activity with which he was by nature endowed. 
It is a dreadful season for a man in this condition 
to be cast upon his own resources—indeed this 
man has no resources; and as he suffered in our 
service, [ hope there will not be an opposing voice 
to the taking up of this resolution, and the passing 
of it. 
Objection being made, the resolution was laid 
over under the rule. 


COMPROMISE MEASURES. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
special order, being the resolution submitted by 
| Mr. Foore, as amended on the motion of Mr. 
Bapcer, declaring the compromise measures a 
| definitive settlement of the questions growing out 
, of the subject of slavery. 
The resolution is as follows : 


A Resolution declaring the Measures of Adjustment to be a 
definite settlement of the questions growing out of do- 
mestic slavery. 

| Beit enacted, That the series of measures embraced in 
the acts entitled ‘“‘ An act proposing to the State of Texas 

| the establishment of her Northern and Western boundaries, 

| the relinquishment, by the said State, of all territory claimed 


| by her exterior to said boundaries, and of all her claims 
upon the United States, and to establish a territorial govern- 

ment for New Mexico,” approved September 9, 1560; 
| * An act for the admissiomtof the State of California into 
| the Union,” approved September 9, 1850; “An act to eatab- 
lish a territorial government for Utah,” approved Septem- 
ber 9, 1850; “* An act to amend and supplementary to an 
act entitled ‘ An act respecting fugitives from justice, and 
persons escaping from the service of their masters,’ ap- 
proved February 12, 1793,’ approved September 18, 1850; 


on behalf of the committee, and also prepared a |) on behalf of the true representatives of John || and “Au act to suppress the slave trade in the District of 
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Columbia,” approved September 20 , 1550, commonly known 
as the * Compromise Acts,” are, in the judgment of this 
body, a settiementin principle and substanco—a final settle - 
ment of the dangerous and exciting subjects which they 
embrace, and ought to be adhered to by Congress until time 
and experience shall demonstrate the necessity of farther 
legislation to guard against evasion or abuse. 

Mr. CLEMENS, who was entitled to the floor, 
yielded it for a few minutes at the request of the 
Senator from Michigan, who desired then briefly 
to nddress the Senate. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, lam much obliged 
to the Senator from Alabama for yielding me the 
floor; and as I shall occupy it but for a few min- 
utes, I trust he will then be permitted to resume it, 
in order to go on with his remarks, which I am 
sure the Senate will find more interesting than 
anything I have to say. 

‘Though I expressed, sir, to the honorable mover 


4 : : a sie : : 
|| us against sectional feelings and their copsequences. 
| That Government has not been merely assailed in 


of this resolution (Mr. Bapcer] my regret at its”! 


introduction, yet here it is, and ] am required to 
vote upon it; to testify my satisfaction at the pas- 
sage of the compromise measures, and my convic- 
tion that the arrangement was a just, and should 
be a final one, no more to be disturbed in whole 
or in part. I have before taken occasion, in my 
seat here, when practical subjects involving all 
these issues were before us, to state my views, 
and I shall not now repeat them, when the course 
proposed proposes no legislative action. I am not 
generally in favor of mere legislative declarations, 
leading to no practical results; yet, the circum- 
stances which surround this proceeding give to it 
unusual importance, and it may well rest upon its 
own peculiar claims. The peace of the country 
has been assured, I trust, by this series of meas- 
ures. But reports have gone forth, more or less 
imposing in their character, that they would be 
assailed in Congress, and some of them repealed, 
or so modified as to destroy their efficiency and 
acceptability. Agitation is thus kept alive by the 
expectation of change, prepared to renew its fear- 
ful work, and in this state of things, I find myself 
face to face with a resolution which asserts, as I be- 
lieve, the true character and just inviolability of 
these measures, and seeks thereby to remove from 
the public mind all apprehension that the perilous 
contest through which, by the kindness of Provi- 


dence, we have safely passed, will again be re- | 


newed; and I should discharge my duty as faith- 
lessly to my constituents as to myself, if I did not 
meet this proposition with frankness, and support 
it with firmness. And especially, sir, am I un- 
willing to be misunderstood in this grave conjunc- 
ture, after thre denunciations we have heard for the 
first time, from an American Senator, in the 
American Senate, against the Confederation and 
Government of our common country. If such 
sentiments are to furnish motives to any one for 
the rejection of this proposition, they will furnish 


motives to me for its support, as I desire, by my | 


voice and my vote, equally to mark my disappro- 
batien of them. 

My. President, the words that fell from the hon- 
orable Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr} 
were as unwelcome as they were unexpected. 
They fell upon reluctant, | may well say, indig- 
nant ears, and they went to sorrowing hearts. I 
have not the most distant idea of following the 
Senator in his bill of indictment against his coun- 
try, against my country, against this glorious 
Union, the most precious political gift of God to 


man since the exodus of our first parents from the | 


garden of Eden. 1 will not follow him—the task 
would be too irksome—in his arithmetical calcula- 
tions of what the different portions of our country 
have lost or gained in the collection and disburse- 
ment of revenue, in the disposition of the public 
lands, nor even in the amount of pensions granted 
to the poor and time-honored, but time-stricken 
relics of our revolutionary struggle; not only be- 
cause many of the facts, and almost all the con- 
clusions, are erroneous, but still more, because, 
after all the inequality, which really exists not, but 
which may be shadowed forth by the most dis- 
tempered imagination, there remains a sum of 
freedom and prosperity, of enjoyment and of bless- 
ings, such as the world never saw before, and will 
never see again, if this Union is dissolved. That 
it is the freest government fhe sun evér shone upon, 
requires no clearer proof than is furnished by the 


very denunciations against it, uttered in this high | 


place, in the presence of the portrait of the Father 


of his Country, hallowing, not merely adorning, | 


these walls, and who, in his last solemn act, warned 
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a strain of invective, rare even in the contests of | 
party, but the determination has been avowed, in | 
anguage not less clear than unqualifted, to break up | 
the Union, by breaking eee of its integrity, | 
and to reduce it toa kind of temporary partner- | 
ship, feeble and inefficient in its operations, both | 


at home and abroad, and equally contemptible to | 


its own citizens and to the rest of the world. Does | 
the honorable Senator believe, there is another | 


| government under the face of heaveri, where such 


language and such objects can be uttered and 
avowed with impunity? And does he not find, Jn | 


| the great principle of the right of speech, of free | 


speech, unshackled by conditions or limitations, | 
unknown indeed in its extent elsewhere through | 
| the world,—does he not find, I say, a refutation of | 
his own position that we live under a despotism; | 
a practical commentary, which rebuked, even | 
while he uttered them, his harsh denunciations? 
As to the ruin so confidently asserted or pre- | 
dicted, or both, where is it, or even a sign of it as | 
big as a man’s hand, like that seen by a prophet, 
| more truly inspired, I trust, than the honorable | 
| Senator from South Carolina? [Mr. Rrerr.] Has | 
| the eye of man ever rested upon a more prosperous | 
country than this? And if such a condition is ruin- 


| ous or pregnant with ruin, where shall we find 


prosperity, but in some new Paradise specially | 
created and governed by God? though even in such | 
a place sad experience has taught us that a tree of | 


| evil may be found, and the highest blessings rashly | 


|| again, and was rendered still more powerful by | 
*-* . . . | 

that strange spirit of hallucination, to which the |; 

| best and the wisest are often subject during periods | 


rejected in a spirit of impatience and discontent. 
| North and South, East and West, the sun rises" 
and sets on a happy land, teeming with an intelli- | 
gent people, with free and equal institutions, with 
all the avenues of position and employment open 
to all, and advancing in every element of power | 
and prosperity with a rapidity which outstrips | 
human expectation, as it has outstripped human | 
experience, and with nothing to fear but our | 
| own crimes and follies, and the just judgments of | 
|God. And while republics, and empires, and | 
monarchies, have fallen and are still falling before | 
us, marking this as the age of social and political | 
| revolutions, our institutions have been preserved, | 
our boundaries enlarged, our power augmented, | 
and the beacon-light of liberty still shines from | 
| our shores, inviting the struggling nations of the | 
earth, tossed upon a sea of oppression, to follow | 
us to a haven of safety. 
yearsand ten this has been my country, my hap- | 
py, glorious country, and for more than half a | 
| century, since I have been old enough to appreci- | 
| ate and to love it, its Government has protected me | 
| and mine from foreign aggression and domestic | 
violence. 


The honorable Senator from South Car- 
olina seems to measure the value of free institutions 
by a standard adapted to his own peculiar notions 
of the operation of fiscal laws, and the assumed 


| the knell, is now, indeed, the passing knell, he 
hopes and believes, of this world-watched Republic. | 
| But our real equality, the true American equality 


nor low among us, and which freely 
tions.of all, this condition of social existence the 
| Senator has net glanced at, probably has not 
even thought of, in his search after the evidences 
of sectional inequality. 
which those who commeneed life under cireum- 


stances less fortunate than himself, regard as the 


| brightest spot in our political firmanent, as offering | 


|} ample compensation for any temporary partial 
operation of public measures, where such occur, 
(and they must sometimes occur in etery Govern- 


ment,) far greater than in the tases, even if they | 
were all liable, which they are not, to this objec- | 


| tion, whose proofs have been collected with so 


| much industry, and spread before us with so much 
| power, and I doubt notsincerely, but with so little | 
Such was the charge against the non- | 
| intercouse, the embargo, the war, the tariff, and | 
| to some extent against the removal of the deposits; | 
and the foreboding of ruin, happily rebuked by | 


conviction. 


| the results, was then as wide-spread as it can be 


And I 


of excitement in this, our world of errors. 





| 
want of equality, which he has strangely and | 


| strongly asserted, but has failed to prove, may be | 


of condition, by which we have neither high | 
y offers | 
fortune and honors alike to the hopes and exer- | 


3ut it is an institution | 


GLOBE. 





| joined, indeed, to the undeserved favo 


| 
| 
For almost three score \ 


| may well speak with a full heart upon the subject || 
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of our equality of condition; for this very condition, 


r of my fe. 
low-citizens, has given me, whose early pros ects 
in life were shrouded in difficulties, and who aes 
much of it in hard and harsh duties in the fore, 
it has given even to me this opportunity, and 1 
glory in it, of bearing my testimony of eratitud 
to the priceless value of the Constitution here in 
this great — of its power. And when, " 
God’s good time, I shall need its protectioy’y 
longer, may I leave it, as a most precious leoac, 
untouched and unscathed, to those who are 
dear to me, an object of pride and affectio; 
them as it has been for me. 

One more word, Mr. President. Whata Strange 
spectacle does the opposition to the compromise 
exhibit? Assailed with equal violence, not to may 
virulence, North and South, its enemies unite j) 
condemning it with equal zeal, but they unite jy 
nothing else. Both parties charge it with urieop. 
stitutionality and injustice, because it concedes ql 
to one, and nothing to the other, while each eon. 
siders itself the injured party, and its rights an 
feelings as sacrificed by the arrangement. Fo, 
myself, sir, I believe it was a wise and patriotic 
disposition of the eventful questitns, which agi. 
tated and threatened us, and I think, if other ey}. 
dence were wanting, it has been supplied by the 
criminations and recriminations which are yer 
sounding in our ears. ; 

Mr. CLEMENS next addressed the Senate a: 
considerable length in favor of the Compromise 
measures, and in favor of the passage of the rego- 
lution. His speech will be found in the Appendix, 

Mr. DOUGLAS followed, and entered jnto 
explanations of his position on the fugitive slaye 
bill, and the circumstances which prevented his 
presence in the Senate Chamber to vote for the 
bill on its passage. His remarks will be found in 
the Appendix. 

Mr. DOWNS was next recognized by the 
Chair. He said he was desirous of addressing 
the Senate on this resolution, but the day was too 
far advanced to enable him to do so satisfactorily, 
Fle therefore moved that the further consideration 
of the subject be postponed to the first Monday 
in January next. . 

The motion wa’ agreed to, and the Senate ad- 
journed to Friday next. 


n 
acy, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 23, 1851. 


The House met at twelve, m. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Moreay. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read andapproved. 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 


The SPEAKER stated that the first business in 
order was the unfinished business of yesterday, 
being the motion of the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Rictarpson,] that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve into Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. TUCK rose to a privileged question, and 
moved to reconsider the vote of the House, yes- 
terday, adopting the resolution limiting the debate 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union upon the bill in relation to the assignment 
of bounty land warrants. 

Mr. T. said: I propose to occupy the attention 
of the House for but a few moments. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (interrupting.) | 
rise to a question of order. I submit that a motion 
to reconsider a resolution closing debate 18 not 
debatable, for the reason that the resolution itsell, 
when upon its adoption, is not debatable. [tis 
like a motion to.reconsider a motion to lay on the 
table; the motion to lay on the table not being 
debatable, a proposition to reconsider that motion 
cannot be debatable. 

The SPEAKER sustained the point of order. 

Mr. TUCK. Ido not propose to take an ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair, but I recollect 
that the practice of the House has been. directly 
contrary. 

TheSPEAKER. The resolution itself not being 
debatable, a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which that resolution was disposed of, cannot, 0! 
course, be debatable. 4 

Mr. TUCK. Well, I hope the House will look 
at the 4th section of the bill. I am sure it cannot 
be understood. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
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New Hampshire ask for a vote on his motion to | 
consider? 
er, TUCK. Ido. “ 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 
The question being taken, on a division there 
were—ay es 75, noes 38. 2 ‘ 
So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 5 5 . x 
The question recwrring upon the motion of the 
ventieman from Illinois, (Mr. Ricnarpson,] it 
was taken and ae the affirmative. 
So the rules were suSpended, and the House re- 
eolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
¢ctate of the Union, (Mr. Hussarp in the chair.) 
The CHAIRMAN stated that the question be- 
fore the committee was on the amendment of the 
-entieman from Tennessee [Mr. Harris] to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Tayior.] 
The following is the first section of the bill: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
dled, That nothing in the act approved September 28, 1850, 
«granting bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who 
have been engaged in the military service of the United 
States,’ shall be construed so as to prevent the sale and 
ransfer of any certificate or warrant issued by virtue of said 
act, prior to the location of the same, or the issue of the 
patent thereon. 


Mr. TAYLOR had submitted the following 
amendment to come in at the end of the above 
resolution: 

“In conformity with a form to be prescribed by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office.” 

Mr. CARTTER called for the reading of the 
amendment to the amendment, and it was read as 
follows: 


“ Provided, That in all cases the assignment shall be ac- 
knowledged or proven by two subscribing witnesses, before 
some officer authorized to take the probate of deeds, who 
shall certify under his seal of office that the person making 
the assignment is personally known to him, or that his or 
her identity has been proven by two credible witnesses.’ 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, demanded 
tellers on the adoption of the proviso; which were 
otdered, and Messrs. Fow.er and Cartrer ap- 
pointed. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and there were—ayes 52, noes 
56—no quorum voting. 

[Cries of ‘Another count!”’ and ‘Call the roll!’’} 
The CHAIRMAN. By unanimous consent 
another count will be had. 

Mr. KING, of New York. No, call the roll. 
The roll was then called, and the absentees noted. 
The committee then rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the chairman of the committee 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union having found itself without a 
—o, had instructed him to report that fact to 
the House, with the names of the absentees. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, stated, that Mr. 
Parker, of Indiana, was detained from his seat 
by sickness, 

A quorum being now present, the committee 
resumed its session; and the question being taken 
on the amendment to the amendment, tellers re- 
ported—ayes 67, noes 59. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, 

The question recurred on Mr. Taytor’s amend- 
ment as amended. 

Mr. SACKETT. Is an amendment now in | 
order by way of substitute? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not now in order. 

Mr. TAYLOR asked for the reading of the 
‘amendment as amended, and it was read. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I propose to 
amend the amendment by inserting at the com- 
mencement thereof the words ‘*but the same} 
Shall be assignable. ”’ 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. That would | 
make it imperative. . 3 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then I will make it “ may 
be assignable.’ As the bill now reads, it says 
that nothing in the existing law shall be so cen- 
straed as that the warrant shall not be assignable. | 
My object is to make it affirmative. 

Mr.SACKETT. Lask leave to have an amend- | 
ment read which I propose to afer as a substitute 
for the whole of the first section. 

_ The CHAIRMAN. The substitute is not now 
in order, but by universal consent it can be read 
for information. 


Several Memperg objected to the reading. . 
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Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I now offer 
the amendment which I indicated just now. 

Mr. FICKLIN. Do you propose to strike out 
that about the construction of the law? 

Mr. STEPHENS. No; I propose te strike out 
nothing, but merely to insert the words which | 
have read, so as to make it affirmative. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Stepuens’s 
amendment to the amendment, and it was agreed 
to. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I propose now to amend the 
amendment as amended, by inserting after the 
word ‘* assignment’’ the words ** by indorsement 
upon the warrant;”’ so as to make it read: ‘* Pro- 
* vided, That in all cases the assignment by indorse- 
‘ment upon the warrant shall be acknowledged or 
‘ proven,’’ &e. 

The object of that amendment is, that the sol- 
dier shall have his warrant before he makes an 


| assignment of it, and that he shall make the as- 
| signment upon the warrant, instead of upon a 





| ized to take the probate of deeds. 


separate piece of paper. A great many of the 
frauds which have been committed have arisen 
from the want of such a provision as this. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If we are notex- 
ceedingly cautious, we shall get into difficulty 
about this whole matter. This amendment of the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Fickiin} requires 
the assignment to be upon the warrant. N 


Now, 
the warrant never leaves the Department. 


It is 


| filed there; a certificate of location is issued to the 


soldier, and it is located and returned here. I be- 
lieve that has been the case with nearly all the 
warrants that have been issued. : 

Mr. BISSELL here interposed a remark, which 
was not heard by the Reporter. 

Mr. JONES, Lpeene) The best way to 
provide for this assignment, I think, would be to 
declare that such sale, transfer, or assignment shall 
be made and authenticated in accordance with 
rules to be prescribed by the Secretary of the In- 
terior. He can then alter them to suit the circum- 
stances. ° 

Mr. FICKLIN, (interposing.) I would sug- 
gest to the gentleman, that the certificate of loca- 
tion is the paper that is assigned, and is the one 
that is located upon the land. 

Mr. JONES. Then put in “ warrant or certifi- 
cate of location.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Illinois modify his amendment? 

Mr. FICKLIN. I have no objection to do so, 
but it is understood already. The certificate of 
location is the paper that is assigned. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I suggest to 
the gentleman from Illinois, that his amendment 
would be more acceptable, if it did not require the 
assignment to be proven before the person author- 
It will. require 


| a man to go to the clerk’s office in the county seat 
| every time he wants to make an assignment. 


Mr. FICKLIN. I will state to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, that the provision to which he has 
reference, is contained in the amendment of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Harris,] which 
has already been adopted by the committee. My 
amendment is simply to have the assignment made 
upon the warrant or certificate of location, and not 
upon a separate piece of paper. My object is to 
prevent fraud and forgery. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
ment to an amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I thought the 
gentleman from Illinois was willing to modify 
his amendment, by adding the words “ or cer- 
tificate of location.” 

Mr. FICKLIN. I will do it. 

The amendment was modified accordingly. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is it in order now 
to offer an amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not; there is an 
amendment to an amendment now pending. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I think, as the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] has said, 
that we are likely to get into great difficulty with 
this bill. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Fick- 
Lin] has submitted an amendment that these as- 
signments shall be authenticated by two witnesses 
before some officer authorized to take the probate 
of deeds. 

Mr. FICKLIN, (interrupting.) That provision 
was contained in the substitute submitted by me 
yesterday, which has not been voted upon by the 


Is this an amend- 
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committee. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Harris] offered an amendment requiring the same 
thing; which has been voted on and adopted by 
the committee, and I intend, therefore, to abandon 
my substitute. 

Mr. STEPHENS. What I wish to say is, 
that different officers have euthority to witness 
deeds, in the different States of this Union. This 
would occasion some difficulty, if we were to pass 
such a law as this, and therefore I think it would 
be better to adopt the amendment suggested by the 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Wat SH, ] provi- 
ding that the assignment shall be witnessed by 
such parties as are authorized to authenticate deeds 
in the several States where the assignments are 
made. We have been here for two days engaged 
upon one section of the bill, and it is impossible 
for gentlemen upon different sides of the House to 
understand one another in reference to this subject. 
We shall spend two more days upon the bill at 
this rate. t shall therefore move that the commit- 
tee rise, for the purpose of submitting a motion to 
the House to take this bill from the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and refer it 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, who can pre- 
sent to the House a bill that will meet the views 
and wishes of all. We can never perfect such a 
bill here. I move that the committee rise and re- 
port the bill to the House with a recommendation 
that it be referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask permis- 
sion to say a few words upon that motion, and I 
usually say as little as any gentleman here. It is 
well known—— : 

Mr. TUCK. I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘Thegantleman from Ar- 
kansas can only proceed by ftimous consent, as 
debate is out of order. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON. The gentleman’s objection 
came too late. A gentleman must object before a 
man has begun his remarks. [Laughter, and cries 
of **Go on!’’] TI have merely to say that I am 
perfectly satisfied of the entire sincerity of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. Sterwens] in making 
this moteon, for I have been with him here for 
some time. But at the same time [| know that 
after the amount of discussion which we have had 
upon this bill, if we now put it beyond our reach 
and send it to a committee, it is lost beyond resur- 
rection. If we want these land warrants made 
assignable and the other relief given which is con- 
templated by this bill, we must go on and consider 
the bill and act upon it now. 

If there is not sufficient intelligence amongst the 
members of this House to perfect a bill that was 
discussed for weeks during the last Congress, and 
has been so much discussed already in this, no 
Judiciary Committee can do it; it cannot be done 
atall. if we go back now and refer this bill toa 
committee, we shall have again to go through the 
whose process of considering and discussing sepa- 
rate amendments. “If the committee rises now 
without considering and perfecting the bill, we 
shall have gone back to where we commenced 
yesterday morning. The whole country demands 
that these warrants shall be made assignable, and 
that the other provisions contemplated by this bill 
shall be made. We had better proceed with the 
bill and perfect it. I call for tellers on the motion 
that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The gentle- 
man from Arkansas [Mr. Jounson] appeals to 
the experience of this House to sustain him in 
saying that should this¢esolution go to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, it will be the last we shall 
see of it. I would barely remark that such has 
not been my experience. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I hope the gentleman wil! 
not understand me as casting any slur upon that 
committee. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I did not understand the 
rentleman as casting any slur upon that commit- 
tee; but I think the experience of this- House in 
regard to the past is, that bills which have been 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, have 
been considered and acted upon with promptness. 
The gentleman says this House has sufficient in- 
telligence to perfect this resolution. I do not 
doubt its intelligence, but I submit that however 
intelligent it may be, it is impossible for us to per- 
fect this resolution so wel! here as it can be one 
by the Judiciary Committee. I submit, with all 
due respect, that this committee is constituted of 
gentlemen who are more competent to perform 





148 


this duty; 

them in the proper legal form, than the mapeoty 
of the members of this House. Many gentlemen || 
are not lawyers, and they may state what they 
desire to be done in order to put the bill in a form 
to make it acceptable to them. The gentleman 
says that it is poor soldiers whose claims are pre- 
seyted in this bill. Now, in my judgment, this 
forms an additional reason why the bill should be 
committed to the Committee on the Judiciary, in 
order that we, as members upon this floor, may 
not fail in our efforts to accomplish the object we 
have in view, by employing improper language. 
I think, therefore, that it will facilitate this busi- 
ness if the committee rise and report the bill to 
the House, in order that it may be referred to the 
appropriate committee for perfection, with instruc- 
tions (if gentleman desire it) to report with as 
little delay as possible. I move that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 

Tellers were demanded, and ordered; and 
Messrs. Cartrer and F'ow Ler were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 68, noes 67. 

So*the motion prevailed. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had the Union generally 
under consideration, and especially joint resolu- 
tion No. 1, in relation to bounty land warrants, 
and had instructed him to report the same to the 
House, with the recommendation that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ORR. I desire that the House will also 
refer the bill upa@@ his subject which was _pre- 
pared by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. It embraces all the points touched upon 
in the bill before the House, and is, in many re- 
spects, preferable to any bill I have seen, and I 
hope that it will be referred to the Judiciary Com- | 
mittee along with that bill. It is as follows, viz: 

A BILL declaring warrants for military bounty land assign- 
able, and for other purposes. 


Sec. 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That all warrants for military bounty lands 
which have been, or may hereafter be issued, under any 
Jaw of the United States, and all valid locations of the same 
which have been, or may hereafter be made, and the same 
are hereby declared, assignable, according to such form, 
and pursuant to such regulations, as may be prescribed by 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the registers and 
receivers of the United States land offices shall hereafter 
be severally authorized to charge and rec@ive, for their ser 
vices in locating all military bounty land warrants, the saine 
rate of compensation or percentage to which they are enti 
tled by law for sales of the public lands for cash, at the rate 
of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; the said 
compensation to be paid by the assignee or holder of such 
warrant, in all eases where the same have been transferred 
by the soldier or his legal representatives; but in any case 
in which the warrant has been or may be located by and for 
the use of the warrantee or his heirs, no compensatio# shall 
be charged by the register or receiver for any services they 
may render in making such location; and the provisions of 
the act of 17th May, 1848, requiring ‘* the holder of military 
land warrants to compensate the land officers of the United 
States for service in relation to the location of those war- 
rants,’ be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

Src. 3. and be it further enacted, That the franking 
privilege be, and the same is hereby extended to the princi 
pal clerk of public lands of the General Land Office. 


Mr. BISSELE. 
the House? 

The SPEAKER. - Nothing except the report 
of the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 5 

Mr. BISSELL. Then there is nothing before 
the House. 

Mr. ORR. 


ls there any motion before 


The report of the Committee of the 


'W hole is before the House, and the question is on }| 
concurring with the recommendation of that com-"'| 


mittee. I submit that that is the motion. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I understand 
that the Guestion now pending is to refer the bill 
under consideration to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, as recommended by the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. BISSELL. That question could not come 
before the House without a motion, and no such 
motion has been made. .- 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the || 
recommendation of the Committee of the Whole | 
is now before the House, and the question pend- || 
ing, therefore, is to refer the bill to the Committee ,| 
on the Judiciary. {| 


Mr. BISSELL. Is that motion debatable? —_| 


they can better draw up bills, and put 


| floor. 


TheSPEAKER. * The gentleman from Georgia 
{[Mr. Sreruens] has been recognized. 

Mr. BISSELL. I submit, with due deference 
to the Chair, that I was recognized first. 

The SPEAKER. It istrue the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. Bissert] was recognized by the 
Chair; but that gentleman only asked a question, 
which the Chair answered, when the floor was 
accorded to the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Idonot claim the floor for 
the purpose of debating this question. 1 merely 
rise for the purpose of moving the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Will the gentleman from 
Georgia withdraw the demand for the previous 


question for a moment, in order that I may be al- || lord, Gentry, Goodenow, Gorman, Green, Hall, 


lowed to make a single inquiry ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. I will withdraw it for that 
purpose. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I desire to inquire of the 
gentleman from Georgia if he would not accept 
an amendment to his motion, to refer the bill toa 
select committee, instead of the Committee on the 
Judiciary? 


Mr. STEPHENS. I have no objection to its 


| going to a committee composed of the friends of 


the bill. 
ment. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
point of order. 


Mr. STEPHENS. 


I will accept the gentleman’s amend- 


I have not yet yielded the 


Mr. MARSHALL. I suppose I have the right 
to state my point of order, whether the gentleman 
yields the floor or not. What I wish to say is, 
that after the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Str- 
puens} has moved the previous question, he has 
no right to withdraw it for the purpose of allowing 
one gentleman to get in his amendment, when the 
rest of us will.not be permitted to offer ours. 

Mr. STEPHENS. If the gentleman objects, 
then I shall insist upon my first motion, to refer 
the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary. I 
make that motion, and now move the previous 
question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would inquire of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] 
whether he designed his motion as a distinct 
proposition, or to be incorporated in the motion 
of the gentleman from Georgia? 

Mr. ORR. IT asked that the bill to which I re- 
ferred might go with the bill under consideration 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The previous question was then seconded. 

Mr. HALL. I desire to propound a question 
to the Chair. 
The SPEAKER. No remarks are in order. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. HALL. I now desire to inquire whether, 
if the House refuse to refer the bill, it will not then 
be in order to put it upon its passage? 

The SPEAKER. © It will be in order to move 


| that it be engrossed and read a third time. 


Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I desire to ask how 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] has 
got his bill before the House? 

The SPEAKER. By the unanimous consent 
of the House, the gentleman from South Carolina 
was permitted to move that his bill be referred, 
along with that before the House, to the Judiciary 
Committee. If the gentleman desire it, however, 
the question will be taken separately upon the ref- 
erence of each bill. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, I make it as a point 
of order, that the gentleman from South Carolina 
had no right to introduce his bill. 

The SPEAKER. It was introduced by unani- 
mous consent, 

Mr. STANTON. But there was no opportu- 
nity of making objection. 

The SPEAKER. The question was pending 
to refer the bill under consideration to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. The gentleman from 


| South Carolina, by unanimous consent moved, as 
|} an amendment, to refer along with it the bill 


drafted by the Commissioner of the General Land 


Office. The question, therefore, now is to refer 
both bills to that committee. 


Mr. FICKLIN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and the question being taken, 
there were—yeas 82, nays 81; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Allison, John Ap- 


I rise toa 
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| Bennett, John H. 


| 


| Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Preston Kin 
| Landry, Letcher, Martin, McDonald, Meacham, 
| Moore, Morehead, Nabers, Newton, Orr, Andrew 
| Perkins, Robbins, Robie, Scudder, Scurry, David I 
| mour, Origen 8. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, 


| Brenton, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Caskie, Chas 
| Churchwell, Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Cobb, Co, 


| McCorkle, Millson, Miner, Molony, 





Dee. 


pleton, William Appleton, Babcock, Thomas Hy. 

oyd, Bragg, Briggs, Brooks, Al 
Browa, Burrows, Busby, Joseph Cable, Cartter, ¢ 
Chapman, Curtis, George Ts Davis Dockery Ey 
Faulkner, Floyd, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas}. 1 
Fuller, Giddings, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Haseal} — 
Hebard, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, Howard, "Tho ony 
M. Howe, Hunter, Ingersoll, Ives, Jackson, James Johns 


£, Kuhns. 
Henry p. 
Parker, 


23, 
Bay! . 
bert @ 
handter, 


4s. Se 
. Stanly, Aly r 
ander Stephens, Sutherland, George W. Thompson, Thurs 
ton, Townshend, Tuck, Ve e, Walbridge, Wallace. 
Welch, Wilcox, and WildrickK—82. me 
NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Andrews, Averett. 


3 ; Bar- 
rere, Bartlett, Bibighaus, Bissell, Bocock, Bre " 


ckenridge, , 
tain, 
wer, 
Iver. 
ble, Gay. 
F t c , sham G, 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Henn, John W. Howe 


Andrew Johnson, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, j 
Glancy Jones, Kurtz, Lockhart, Mace, Humphrey Marshal), 

, ‘ jurphy, Olds, Peaslee” 
Penn, Penniman, Porter, Richardson, Riddle, Robi, 


Cullom, John G. Davis, Doty, Dunbam, Eastman, 
ton, Edmundson, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Ga; 


s0n, 


| Sackett, Savage, Smart, Benjamin Stanton, Richard 4 


Stanton, Abraham P. Stevens, Stone, St. Martin, 
Sweetser, Taylor, Waish, Ward, Washburn 
Addison White, Williams, and Yates—81. 

The Cua voted in the negative, and the bil! 
was not referred. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 


‘Stuart, 
» Watkins, 


I move this House do 


| now adjourn, 


[Cries of ** No!’ * No!’’] 
‘The question was then taken by tellers, (Messrs, 


|| RicHarpson and CiineMan acting,) and decided 
| in the negative—ayes 23, noes not counted, 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I move the previous question 
upon the bill. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Irise to make an inquiry, 


| It is whether the bill is not still under the Operation 





| tion operate? 





of the previous question ? 
The SPEAKER. The previous question was 


| ordered upon the motion to commit. 


Mr. DUNHAM. I then inquire of the Chair 
whether or not, after the previous question has 
exhausted itself, the question may not be recon- 
sidered? 


The SPEAKER. The question is upon order- 


| ing the-bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 


The Chair thinks that as the House is acting upon 
the direction or recommendation of the Committee 


| of the Whole, the previons question would not 
| apply to the question of engrossment. The ques- 
| tion is now on ordering the bill to be engrossed 


and read a third time, on which the previous 
question has been demanded. 

[Cries of ** Question !’’ ** Question!’’] 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. If the House 


should refuse now to order the previous question, 


| will it not be in order to refer thé bill again to the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 


The SPEAKER. 
Mr. EVANS. 


It will. 
How will this previous ques- 


The SPEAKER. To bring the House to a 
vote upon the question of ordering the bill to be 


| engrossed for a third reading. 


Mr. EVANS. I then rise to a question of or- 
der. I submit that the bill takes its place in regu- 
lar order upon the Speaker’s table, and comes up 


| under the 27th rule, after messages, executive 


communications, bills and resolutions from the 
Senate on their first and second reading, engrossed 
bills and bills from the Senate on their third read- 
ing, according to the provisions of that rule. It 
comes up in the fifth order, and not in the first, 
and cannot be now taken up on the question of 
engrossment without the unanimous consent 0! 
the House. The 27th rule expressly provides 
that it shall be the fifth business im order. 

The SPEAKER. I overrule the point of order 
made by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
Evans.] . gi 

Mr. EVANS. [appeal from the decision of 
the Chair, and ask that the 27th rule may be 
read. 


The rule was then read, as follows: 


*©97. After one hour shall have been devoted to reports 
from committees and resolutions, it shall be in order, pend- 
ing the consideration or discussion thereof, to entertain & 
motion that the House do now proceed to dispose 0! the 
business on the Speaker’s table, and to the orders of the 
day—January 5, 1832; which being decided in the eon 
ative, the Speaker shall dispose of the business on his ta 
in the following order, viz :—September 14,1837. 

* Ist. Messages and other Executive communications 
September 14, 1837. 
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«aq. Messages from the Senate and amendments pro- | 


d by thé Senate to the bills of the House.—September necessary that each section should be read, and 


amendments thereto, if any, should be considered 
in the committee. We had not concluded delib- 
erations upon the first section, when the motion 
was made that the committee rise, and report the 
}} bill. 

Mr. OLDS. Icall thegentleman toorder. We 
are not in committee but in the House, and the 
gentleman has no right to refer to what was trans- 
acted in committee. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
|| point of order taken by the gentleman from New 

Hampshire. The bill was referred back to the 
| House by the committee, with the recommenda- 
tion that it be committed to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. The House refused so to refér it. 
The Chair decided that the previous question had 
not exhausted itself; and the House is brought 
now to a vote directly upen the question of en- 
grossing the bill. 

Mr. TUCK. 
the Chair. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
be laid upon the table. 

Mr. CARTTER. [rise to a privileged ques- 


837. 
aye Bills and res6lutions from the Semate on their first | 


nd second reading, that they be referred to committees and 
. t under Way; but if, on being read a second time, no 
motion be made to commit, they are to be ordered to their 
third reading, unless objection be made ; in which case, if 
pot otherwise ordered by a majority of the House, they are 
to be laid on thé table in the general file of bills on the | 
speaker’s table, to be taken up in their turn.—September || 

837, 
Me. Engrossed bills.and bills from the Senate on their | 
third reading. —September L4, 1837. 

“5th. Bills of the Housg@@and frem the Senate, on the 
Speaker’s table, on their engrossment, or on being ordered 
to a third reading, to be taken up and considered in the 
order of time in which they passed to a second reading. 

«The messages, communications, and bills on his table, 
having been disposed of, the Speaker shall then proceed to 
call the orders of the day.—September 14, 1837.” 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Whatquestion can arise 
now upon the report of the committee after that 
report has been acted upon? 

Mr. EVANS. I had the floor upon the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The question is not debata- | 


I appeal from the decision of the 


Oe RICHARDSON. I maye that the appeal 
be laid upon the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope that by general 
consent the 50th rule may be read, which.governs 


hat it j Pee af tion. I move the House do now adjourn. 

- sage . y ay . 

this case and shows that it 1s now®covered by the The question was taken, and the House refused 
previous question. The previous question is not || to adjourn 

exhausted. 7 


aust i foll | The question was then taken upon the motion 
The 50th rule was then, read, as fo es. | of Mr. Ricwarpson to lay the appeal upon the 
“The previous question shall bein this form: ‘ Shall the table, and it was agreed to. 


: ° >» . ¢ : oe 
main question be now put?’ Itshall be only admitted when || alae ; ; . : 
demanded by a majority of the members present; and its || Mr. COBB. I find we are getting into consid- 

erable difficulty. 


eflect shall be to put an end to all debate, and bring the 
House to a direct vote upon a motion to commit, if such mo- The SPEAKER. 
| der. 


tion shall have been made; and if this motion does not 
revail, then upon amendments reported by a committee, , . 
fe any—then upon pending amendments, then upon the Mr. COBB. I rise for personal explanation. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
| bama is not in order. 


main question.”? 
Mr. CLINGMAN. In the confusion that oc- 

Mr. CARTTER. 

third section. 


curred I did not understand the Chair to decide 
that the previous question was exhausted. If so, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I object. 
Cries of ‘‘ Let the bill be read!”’ 


I should have appealed from that decision; and I | 
Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I move that when 


respectfully request the Chair to inform me of the || 
operation of that decision if it has been made. It || 
this House adjourns it adjourn to meet on Friday 
next. 


will be seen by the rule quoted that the previous 
question has not been exhausted, and it has been 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 


I move that the appeal 


The gentleman is not in or- 


I cal for the reading of the || 


the every-day practice of all the Congresses of 
which I have been a member. I desire to take an |! 


aud ee 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. The bill was read, as follows: 

soe Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
\ the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
nothing in the act appoved September 28, 1850, “* granting 
bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United States,”’’ shall 
be so construed as to prevent the sale and transfer of any 
certificate or warrant issued by virtue of said act, prior to the 


fr. FICKLIN. There is an appeal now pend- 


ng. 
The SPEAKER. I am inclined to believe that 
my decision upon that subject was wrong. 
Mr.EVANS, Iadmit that ifthe previous ques- 
tion is pending, Icannot takeanappeal. But that 


isnot the question. It is whether the previous | locition of the same, or the issue of the patent thereon. 
question is pending or not. Isubmit tothe Chair, |; Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the registers 
whether I am not entitled to debate the bill. Ido and receivers of the United States land offices shall here 
tal . . g | after be severally authorized to charge and receive for their 
not wish to occupy many minutes. : services in locating bounty land warrants, the same rate of 
questi i a compensation or percentage to which they are entitled by 
The question was then taken upon the motion p Pp hich they led by 
of Mr. Rircarpson to lay the appeal upon the || law for sales of the public lands for cash, at the rate of 
. : : : $1 25 tre, the said compensation to be hereafter paid | 
table: $1 25 per acre, t I I 
Th — ut was decided = the affirmative. || by the assignees or holders of such warrants, in all cases 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is disposed to re- || where the same have been transferred by the soldier or his | 
view its decision, and his opinion is, that the pre- || legal or personal representative, under the provisions of the | 
vious question is not exhausted, and does apply acts of Congress, and the regulations of the General Land 
. . . Office on that subject, and to be paid out of the Treasury of || 
tot or 7 ? ; ; ’ 
. he engrossment and reading of the bill a third the United States, upon the adjustment of the accounts of 
aaa . - : |}, such officers, where it shall be shown to the satisfaction of 
Mr. DUNHAM. [rise to make an sm the General Land Office that the same was located by the 
‘e . j 2 . : . ; > , 2 - 
whether, if we now go on and order the bill to be || soldier or warantee, or in case of his death by his next of 


: : = kin, as provided by the acts of Congress aforesaid. 
Sanenetes o previous qnestion w ill not have ex- Sec. 3. And be it further resolved, That the said officers, 
austed itself? . : || whether in or out of office at the time of passage of this 
The SPEAKER. It is very true. It is not || act, or their legal or personal representatives in case of 


now in order to interrogate the Chair ypon that || their death, shall be entitled to receive from the Treasury 
subject. The Chair will however. decide that of the United States, for similar services heretofore per- 
; ~— , | formed in such cases, an amount equal to the compensation 
question when it comes up in order. || provided for by the first section of this act, after deducting 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Meanie. I move that || the amount already received’by such officers under the act 
the House resolve itself into a Committee of the || entitled “‘An act to require the holders of military land 
Whole on the state of the Union, with a view of | warrants to compensate the land officers of the United 
ki sae : || States for services in relation to the location of those war- 
ta ing up this bill. || rant,’? approved May 17, 1848: Provided, That no register 
ries **Notin order!’’ from different parts of || or receiver shall receive any compensation out of the 
the Hall. || Treasury of the United States, for past services, who has 


» -, || charged and received ill i c - 
aM JONES, of Tennessee. You cannot get it | erent Gene ee em Me Be lene 
ere, 
| 


Seco. 4. ind be it further resolved, That nothing in the || 
Mr. MARSHALL. My motion was made | first section of the act of the 28th of September, 1850, granting 
with the idea that the previous question had not | 


bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 

engaged in the military service of the United States, shall be 

teen ordered by the House atall. 1 understood || so construed as to exclude any commissioned or non-com- 
e Chair decided that the previous question had || missioned officer, musician, or private, whether of regulars, 
exhausted itself. || volunteers, rangers, or militia, who was mustered into the 
The SPEAKER. The Chair decided that the I} service of the United Siates for the suppression or preven- 


: ; ° | tion of Indian hostilities, and served the length of time re- 
Previous question had not exhausted itself. The || quired by said act, or whose services len pod Sacemndt 
question now recurs upon ordering the bill to be || recognized by the United States. 


engrossed for a third reading. Sec. 5. And be it furthur resolved, That in all cases 
r. TUCK. [ submit, that this bill was in || Where the militia or volunteers, or State troops were called 


of the Whole, and before it was in |! who servedin defence of the country, and whee service | 
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{ prevail; for if it 
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order to rise and report it to the House, it was | have been recognized and paid by the United States Gov- 


ernment, shall be considered as having been in the service 
of the United States, and shall be entitled to the benefit of 
the act to which these resolutions are explanatory. 


[Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported to the House, as correctly 
enrolled, the joint resolution providing for printing 
of additional copies of the Journals and documents. 
It was then signed by the Speaker. 

The question recurred on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered. 

Mr. CARTTER. Is it competent, under the 
operation of the previous question, to call for a 
separate vote upon each section of the resolution? 
There is a rule somewhere, but I do not know 
where it can be found. 

Mr. WELCH, (in his seat.) Rule 53. 

Mr. BISSELL. If the previous question is 
still in force, I call for the question. 

[A message in writing was here received from 
the President of the United States; which in a 
subsequent part of this day’s "proceedings was 
laid before the House. } 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
question of order at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would remind 
the gentleman that while the roll is being called it 
is not in order to make explanations. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This bill makes 
an appropriation of $500,000. 

Cries of ** Call the roll!’’ ‘* Call the roll!’’ 

Mr. BRENTON, when his name was called, 
asked to be excused from voting, as he was 


] wish to make a 


| included under the exceptions contained in the 


40th rule. 

The question being put and Pen upon ordering 
the bill to be read a third time and engrossed, it 
resulted—yeas 89, nays 66; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Andrews, 
Ashe, Bartlett, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bissell, Breckenridge, 
Albert G. Brovén, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, 
Chastain, Churchwell, Clark, Cleveland, Clihgman, Cobb, 
Conger, Cullom, John G. Davis, Doty, Dunham, Eastman, 
Faulkner, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Gamble, Gaylord, 
Gentry, Giddings, Gorman, Grey, Hall, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hascall, Hendricks, Hillyer, John W 
Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, John 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, Kubna, 
Kurtz, Lockhart, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, Mo. 
iony, Morehead, Murphy, Nabers, Olds, Peaslee, Penn, 
Polk, Porter, Powell, Rantoul, Richardson, Riddle, Robin- 
son, Sackett, Savage, Smart, Benjamin Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Abr’m P. Stevens, Stone, Stuart, Sweetser, Tay 
lor, Thurston, Venable, Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Wat- 
kins, Welch, Addison White, Wileox, Williams, and 
Yates—9. 

NAYS—Messra. Aiken, Alliggn, John Appleton, William 
Appleton, Averett, Babcock, Bocock, J. H. Boyd, Bragg, 
Burrows, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, Chap 
man, Curtis, George T. Davis, Dockery, Durkee, Edmund- 
son, Evans, Floyd, Fowler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Good- 
enow, Grow, Harper, Haven, Hebard, Hibbard, Houston, 
Howard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Ives, James Johnson, Daniel 
T. Jones, George W. Jones, Geo. G. King, Preston King, 
Landry, Letcher, McDonald, Meacham, Millson, Henry D. 
Moore, Newton, Orr, Andrew Parker, Penniman, Perkins, 
Robbins, Robie, Scudder, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Ori 
gen 8S. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, Alexander H. Stephene, 
Sutherland, George W. Thompson, Townshend, Tuck, 
Walbridge, Wallace, and Wildrick—66. 


So the motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I move to recon- 


sider the vote by which this bill was ordered to be 


| engrossed and read a third time, and to lay that 


motion upon the table. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
division of the question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 


I call fora 


/and nays. . 


The SPEAKER. It is not divisible. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The question 
is divisible, and the first question is upon laying 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. If that 
motion is voted down, then the question will recur 
upon the reconsideration. 

The SPEAKER. By the option of the House 
it may be divided, but cannot by the Chair. 

The question was then taken upon laying the 
motion to reconsider upon the table, and it was 
not agreed to—ayes 47, noes not counted. 

Mr. DUNHA!I I believe the previous ques- 
tion has now exhausted itself, and Fises the mo- 
tion to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time may 





Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I rise toa point 
of order, The bill having passed under the oper- 
ation of the previous question, the motion to 
reconsider is not debatable. 

The SPEAKER. The opinion of the Chair is, 
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that the pre 
and that the motion to reconsider is debatable. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I hope the motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was engrossed 
and read a third time may prevail. If it does, I 
mean to make a motion to refer the bill to a select 
committee where it may be fully considered. 

Mr. BRECKENRIDGE. I wish to say a word 
upon that motion to those having constituents in- 
terested in these land warrants. I am in favor of 
the reference Of the subject to a select committee. 
By the bill as it now stands the holders of these 
warrants are limited in the location of them to the 
lands in the market at the time the bill was passed. 
Since that time great quantities of lands have been 
brought into market. Should you not adopt an 
amendment including the lands that were brought 
into market after the passage of that bill, it will be 
practically excluding the holders of land warrants 
from the best portion of the public domain. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. Will the gentle- 
man allow me to say a word? 

Mr. BRECKENRIDGE. Certainly, sit. 

Mr. CABELL. I propose to the gentleman 
from Kentucky that he will offer as an amend- 
ment such as [ send to the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. BRECKENRIDGE. I will cheerfully 
yield to an amendment that will accomplish my 
purpose. 

Mr. HOUSTON, 
order. 

Mr. CABELL. I do not propose to amend 
the bill. This question is open to discussion, 
and I only desired that the proposition should 
be read, with a view to carry out the pur- 
poses of the oe from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Breckennrivce. | will state to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, and to the House, that when this 
bill granting bounty lands originally gon it had 
no such provision attached to it as that which he 
proposes to repeal. All lands, subject to entry at 
the time of making the application to locate the 
bounty lands, were open to the soldier. At the 
succeeding session oe Cantiien, a gentleman from 


The amendment is not in 


Ohio, no longer a member of this House, (Mr. 
Vinton,) who seemed to be specially anxious to 
eh new States from acquiring benefits which 


1ad been conferred most liberally upon his own, 
introduced, at what time I know not, in a bill 
having no connection with bounty lands whatever 
& proviso, to 24 tom which the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky now makes his motion. In one of the gen- 
eral appropriation bills of the preceding session, a 
roviso was introduced, providing that no land 
Lonny for military services granted by the act of 
the 28th of September, 1850, entitled ‘An act 
granting bounty land to certain officersand soldiers 
who have been engaged in the military service of 
the United States, or by virtue of any other act of 
Congress heretofore passed granting land bounties 
for military services, shall be satisfied out of any 
public land not heretofore brought into market, 
and now subject to entry at private sale under ex- 
isting laws.’’ This was a proviso to the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation Fin, Inf that way it 
passed the House, and, as I think against the sense 
of the, House. I intend, when it shall be in order, 
to offer an additional section to the bill, to repeal 
that clause of the civil and diplomatic bill, thus: 

And be it further resolved, Thatso much of an act entitled 
‘¢ An act making appropriations for the civiland diplomatic 
expenses of Government for the year ending the 30th June, 
1852, and for other purposes,”’ as provides ‘* that no land 
bounty for military serviees granted by the act of the 28th of 
September, 1850, entitled ‘ An act granting bounty! and to 
certain officers and soldiers who have engaged in the mili- 
tary service of the United States,’ or by virtue of any other 
act of Congress heretofore passed, granting land bounties 
for military services, shall be satisfied out of any public land 
not heretofore broughtinto market, and now subject to entry 
at private sale under existing laws,’’ be and the same is 
hereby repealed. 

Mr. BRECKENRIDGE. The proposition :s 
not now inorder. It is evident that the gentleman 
from Florida and myself are aiming at the same 
thing. I rose merely for the purpose of explaining 
a portion of the bill, and of showing the importance 
of amending it in the manner suggested. I hope 
the friends of the soldier will vote for the reference, 
and for giving this privilege to holders of land 
warrants, 

Mr. TUCK. I am in favor of the reconsidera- 
tion moved, although I would oppose it, if nothing 
influenced me but the reasons which have hitherto 
been assigned in its favor. Iam decidedly opposed 
to the amendment which the gentleman from | 


vious question has been exhausted, | 


| rive from attempting to arrest the passage of this 


|; Cases. 
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Florida [Mr. Cape.) desizns to offer to the bill, | condemned. It was stated during the dise 
in case the vote to reconsider prevails. ‘To open || 
the virgin lands of the territories to the liability of || great wisdoms{Mr. Vinton,) that applic 


being taken by the holders of these warrants, is a 
measure which J] can never support. J had the 
pleasure during the last summer to travel through 
several of the Western States, and into one of the 
Territories. In Minnesota I found men who had 
removed from Illinois and Wisconsin to escape the 
effect of such a provision as the gentleman from 
Florida proposes,by his amendment, to make 
general throughout the Territories and our whole 
domain. These men gave me as the only reason 
for leaving the fertile fields and prairies of those 
States, that the villages which they had commenced 
to build up by hard labor, amidst the inconveni- 
ences of a frontier life, had become surrounded 
by the lands of those who had bought up and 
located Jand warrants, and who, amidst the luxu- 
ries of eastern cities, were waiting for their lands 
to be made valuable by the hard labor of the 
western farmer. They told me that they would 
no longer work to develop a country, when the 
land about them, without an inhabitant upon it, 
was to be enhanced in value by their labor only; 
and to escape such a necessity they had gone to 
Minnesota, where land warrants cannot be located 
by the laws of the country, and where the actual 
inhabitants own the soil. These men were those 


| who live by the sweat of their brows—honest citi- 
} a e ° ® 

| zens, desirous only of earning a livelihood and 
| competence, by hard labor and patient industry. 


It may be that the only satisfaction we shall de- 


bill, will be to gain the prone of givmg a de- | 
liberate vote against it. That satisfaction | hope to | 


I call,the attention of members to the fact, that 
this bill has its presen¢ place ahead of all other | 
business, because we have, in regard to this 
measure, dispensed with the formalities, require- 
ments, and tests which are required in all. other 
This bill has been to no standing commit- 
tee, has never been considered in Committee of 
the Whole House, except the first section of it, | 
and is now attempted to be forced through, under | 


the operation of the previous question. I am un- || 
able to understand the occasion of this hot haste, 


and undignified rapidity of legislation, unless 


speculators in warrants are impatient to have a || 


good branch of business opened to them for the 
winter. Gentlemen may suppose that the multi- | 
plication of land warrants by this bill will espe- 


cially benefit the Western donees of the land. || 


They may be right in this supposition, bat I ean 
assure them that the rd. ye speculators of 
the Atlantic cities will divide the spoils with them. 
They will buy the warrants at a great discount, 
locate them in large or small parcels in all parts 
of the West, and patiently wait at home for the 
Western men to give a high value to these lands 
by labor and toil, in which the speculators will 
not participate. The lands will thus be held in a 
sort of mortmain, and the new States be cursed 
by the sharpers, who refuse to take a share in the 
hardships of that frontier life, by which they at- 
tempt to become enriched. 

This bill has been talked about yesterday and 
to-day; but until within a short time, we have 
not heard a word upon that part of it which 
gives to it itschief importance. The great feature 
of the bill is contained in the fourth section. To | 
that section, I invite the particular attention of 
this House. It proposes to grant bounty lands to | 
all who have been engaged since 1790 in the sup- 
pression of Indian hostilities. It creates a new | 


class of beneficiaries for bounty land, indefinite in | 


number, and to an extent unestimated and un- | 
known. 

The attempt is made to force this law to the | 
dast stage of enactment, when no gentleman has | 


yet proposed to lay before us any estimate what- || 


ever of the extent of land which will be appro- | 
priated under the operation of this law. Does | 
this haste become us? 
friends of the law to deny us light, and to force a | 


| vote without knowing themselves, or permitting | 


others to know, anything of the amplitude of | 
the provisions of this law? 


Let me call the attention of the House to the fate | 
_ of the proposition contained in the fourth section, | 
/in the last Congress. 


It was then thoroughly | 
discussed, and, after maturé consideration, was 


| for about twenty-five years, and had alwa 
| refused. 


giving lands to an immense number, which j, \4 


| capacity. 
| and ascertaining what it means, and what it 
| accomplish, are inclined to vote for it, so be jt, I 
| shall not be captious, but shall content myself 
| with the opposition which one member can make, 


| of land warrants assignable. 
| Committee of the Whole House, and have heard 


| nobody any good. 
| I have no objection to the reénactment contained 


_ the fourth section of the 
| monster, whose talons may pierce the new States, 
| and curse them for many years. 
| tend to drag him forth and destroy him. I content 
| myself with only pointing to the place where he 


Is it necessary for the || 





ag USSIOn 
by a gentleman from Ohio, of great experience and 
os ations for 
these gratuities of land had been before Congress 

Cress 
- : : YS been 
The applications had been examined at 


every Congress and condemned, first becanse o¢ 
want of merit in the applicants, who had been 
paid for all services they had performed, and ee 
. ~ 2 . . ‘ c- 

fore deserved nothing, IN justice; and second|y 
because the policy of our fegislators had alway. 
condemned all schemes ™® plundering the public 
Treasury, or the public domain. Yet a jay did 
pass the last Congress of unparalleled amplitude 
‘ , 

o . . IS 

now proposed to follow up, by a precipitate oy. 
actment ofanother law ofunestimated and unknown 


If gentlemen, after examining the lay 


IS to 


and which my own judgment dictates, 

Let me say a few words in regard to the firs: 
section of the bill; which relates only to the makine 
We have been j; 


man remarks Sipon this section; but it has not 


| yet been stated, what I now say, that some ten 
| days ago a bill passed this House, and is now be- 
| fore the Senate, making land warrants assigna))le. 


This section is entirely unnecessary, and can do 
I voted for the other bill, and 


in this section, if one reason could be given for it. 


| I do not believe that such reduplication in the 
have, and also that of calling the attention of the || 


| House to some of my objections to its provisions. | 


labors of this branch of Congress is becoming, as 
suming, as it does, that the attention of the Senate 
may not be attracted by doing a thing over once, 


| It will also lead to confusion. 


I will only say in regard to the fifth seetion of 


| the bill, which is designed to give bounty lands to 
| Such State troops as have been recognized and paid 
| for by the United States, that the section does not 
| enlarge in the least the law of 1850, as now ad- 


ministered. Such claimants are now allowed 
bounty lands, as any one may learn by inquiring 


| of the Commissioner of Pensions. 


The second and third sections in regard to pay- 
ments to assistant registers, I have not examined 
with much care. As at present inclined, I inter- 
ose no objection. I believe that all officers should 
lave fair compensation for their services, and if it 
be the intention of these sections to secure such a 
purpose, I shall give them my support. I consider 


| the fourth section of the bill creating the new class 


of land warrants, as before stated, to have an 


| overwhelming importance, which throws all the 


other sections into comparative insignificance. ‘Ti 
that I have exclusively directed my attention, 
leaving others to examine the other provisions of 
the measure. I entreat gentlemen to consider the 


| great feature of this bill, and to consider the policy 
| of this extravagant appropriation of the public 


domain, as well as the effect of it upon the new 


| States, before they give to it the sanction of their 
| support. 
| of legislation, and be tried by those tests which 
| are thought necessary in laws which have not one 


Let it go through the ordinary stages 


thousandth part of the importance of this. Under 
ill there is concealed 4 


I cannot pre- 


lies concealed. 

I did not rise with the purpose of occupying 8° 
much of your time. As I said at the outset, 
fear, from the indications about me, that oppositiol 


| will be fruitless, and that I must content mysel! 
| with the enactment of a bad law, by the-reflection 


that I opposed and voted against it. I have pointed 
out some of my objections to the bill, and I close. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman trom 
New Hampshire [Mr. Tuck] has opened 2 dis- 
cussion here as to the effect upon the new Siates 
of the resolution now before us for consideration. 
I have thought, and still think, that the Repre- 
sentatives from the West understand her interests. 
They have not been accused heretofore of any 
negligence in this respect. The gentleman 's 
very much afraid that our interests will be meg 
lected and forgotten. Well, for one, I beg leave 
to say, that I think we understand the interests of 
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the West quite as well as the gentleman from 
New Hampshire. The gentleman says that he is 
opposed to certain provisions in this bill, because 
they open a door to speculation. How, sir? We 
have watched the operations of the bill as it now 
exists, and how has it been? The speculator 
who buys the land or buys the warrant without 
an assignmemt upon the back, buys it ata far less 
price than he would if he got the assignment, be- 
cause he is to run the hazard of getting the title. 
The man who intends to buy him a home, and 
who has only money @buch to do it, is not going 
to run any chance in speculation. It is only the 
speculator who will do it. 

@ Mr. TUCK. It seems I was not fortunate 
enough to make myself understood. 
the law which passed a few days since, making 
these land warrants assignable. The gentleman 
misunderstood me. I said I am opposed to any 
proposition subjecting the public demain to entry 
yy these land warrants, for the reason that it 
would open all the new Territories to the specu- 
lators; and to this | am opposed. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I understood the gen- 
tleman from New Hampshire, 1 think. What 
reason ist here that this Governmentshould not give 
the privilege to enter land in NV innesota as well 
as in Mlinois? Can the gentlemam&ssign any good 
reason? He says the effect of it is, to drive our 
population from Illinois to locate in the Territo- 
ries, where they will not have to meet competi- 
tion from the speculator holding these land war- 
rants. Has not your Government perpetrated 
fraud by pretending to give the public domain to 
your citizens for public services, when it only 
gives them the refuse of the lands? Can the gen- 


tleman assign any reason why an individual who | 


has his warrant from Government for land, should 
not locate in Minnesota as well as in Illinois? 
The gentleman says that the question was dis- 
cussed in the last Congress, and that the subject 
was perfectly understood. I concur with the 
statement made by the gentleman from Florida, 
(Mr. CaBe..,] that the amendment restricting the 
location of the warrants to the lands then in mar- 
ket, found its way through this House covertly; 
that its purpose was not avowed, nor was it under- 
stood. I understand from gentlemen around me, 
that it came from the Committee of Ways and 
Means in one of your appropriation bills, and 
under the plea that it woud herve checked the 
wheels of Government, unless these lands were 
cut off from the soldiers. Thus it was that the 
bill was passed. I think, however pertinent this 
whole discussion may be at this time, that there 
is an appropriate place for the discussion of all 
these questions. 
and for the purpose of producing this result, I 
move the previous question. 

Mr. BAYLY. 1 wish the gentleman would 
withdraw his call for the previous question for a 
few moments. 

The call being withdrawn— 

Mr. BAYLY resumed. I only desire to say a 
word in reference to the remarks of my friend from 
Florida, [Mr. Capexx,| and my friend from Iili- 
nois, [Mr. Ricwarpson,] in respect to the provis- 
ion contained in the civil and diplomatic bill passed 
at the last session of Congress. It was true that 
that amendment was moved by the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Vinton) at that time, and that I 
aided him zealously in passing it. I therefore feel 
myself quite as responsible for that amendment as 
the gentleman from Ohio. The motives which 
actuated us were these: At that time it was almost 
certain that unless we husbanded the resources of 
this Government very carefully, we should have to 
resort to loans to carry on the Government. A 
loan had been recommended by the Secretary of 
the Treasury,and I felt it my duty, in the position 
which I then occupied, to take every means in my 
power to obviate that necessity. We desired to 
confine the locatién of these warrant® to lands 
which had been already in the market, in order 
that we might still continue to get some revenue 
from ree lands which at that time I thought 
we would want very much. 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, and I 
am not able,therefore, to say with any great con- 
fidence whether this source of revenue from the 
public lands can now with safety be dispensed 
with. By the operation of this provision, not- 
withstanding the predictions that this bounty land 
ill would cut off the entire revenue from the pub- 
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want this thing disposed of, . 


I have not seen the | 


oe - 


| tie lands, we were enabled in the last year to receive 
| from thatsource more than two millions of dollars. 
| We had another view, or at least I had, in advo- 
| cating the adoption of the provision te which my 
| friend from Florida has referred. I shall not imi- 
tate«the example of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire, (Mr. ‘Tucx,] and undertake to in- 
struct these Western members as to what is their 
interest, because in my experience here during 
five Congresses I have found that they are exceed- 
ingly smart and adroit in taking care of them- 
selves. 

Mr. TUCK. I wish to say to the gentleman, 
| that I defy him or any other member who heard 
| my remarks, to find one word that assumed any 


I voted for ® position or any right to instruct members from any 


| part of the country. : 
| Mr. BAYLY. If that is the case, let the matter 
drop. That was the understanding of my friend 
from Illinois (Mr. RicHarpson] of the speech of 
the gentleman from New Hampshire. It is a 
| small matter any way. I had another view in 
wishing to confine the location of these warrants 
| to lands already in market. My own decided 
opinion is, that it is the policy of this Government 
| to withdraw its proprietorship over the public 
lands within the States as rapidly as it can be done 
with propriety. I knew that the public lands in 
nearly ali of the States had already been surveyed 
and were in the market; and | knew, also, that by 
confining the location of thgse warrants to such 
lands, it would compel the extinction, to the extent 
of these warrants, of the Government proprietor- 
ship in these cases. I did not regard it as a matter 
of any hardship to these soldiers, because there 
are in these States, now open to private entry, as 
fine lands as there are on the face of the earth. It 
| was for these reasons, and not from any disposi- 
| tion to do injustice to warrant holders, that I felt 
it my duty, in the position | then oceupicd, to hus- 
band the resources of Government as much as I 
| could. In doing that, I was pleased to find that I 
was at the same time carrying out this very policy 
of the Government, to which I[ have referred—that 
is, the extinction of the proprietorship of this 
Government over these lean 

Mr. BISSELL. The land warrants throughout 
the West might have been located in the State of 
Illinois, and still there would be three millions of 
acres left there now. 

Mr. BAYLY. That was the pelicy I pur- 
sued. 

Mr. CARTTER. I will trespass upon the time 
of the House but a few moments. I hope that 
the motion to engross this bill =~ be reconsid- 
ered, for I understand by gentlemen best acquinted 
| with the rules of the House, that they permit an 
| expression of the’sentiment of the House in refer- 
ence to the merits of the bill, and that they also 
tolerate amendments. My objections to the bill 
are not of the character that have been alluded to, 
and do not obviate the objection of throwing away 
the public domain. I am done with that point; 
but my prayer now is, that my friend from 
| Tennessee [Mr. Jonnson] may urge forward his 

measure for the distribution of the public domain 

among men who will till and octupy it. The 
| measure will succeed. The struggle in regard to 
this bill, and every bill of a kindred character, 
which has come before this body since I have had 
| the honor of a seat here, has been a mere scramble 
| among speculators to plunder the public domain. 

In the pursuit of this measure, you have hunted 
up all the patriots that ever shouldered a musket, 
and they have even got warrants for corn-stalk 
| service in the States. We have exhausted this 
avenue to the expenditure of the public domain; 
for every man that ever heard or smelt powder, or 
that had a great-great-grandfather that ever did, 
has been provided for as a patriot in the public 
service. fLanghter.] I know that this way of 
talking isa little unpopular. The army, and every- 
body that ever heard of it, is canonized, and I am 
aware that I run some little risk of getting into 
collision with this patriotic force. Nevertheless, 
no gentleman will bifser with me in this, that, in 
the wide range of public benevelence, in the direc- 
tion of military service, they have got them all in 
—corn-stalks and all. 
+| But, sir, my objection to this bill is, that we are 
| exhibiting our financiering talents; we are making 
|| an exhibition of our abundant capacity to throw 

away the public domain—a domain purchased out 
of the general Treasury, and paid for in the couts 
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| and pantaloons of the citizens—a domain that be- 


longs, (if tax-payihg constitutes any rule of judg- 
ment ia the premises,) not to the States, as some 
have contended, or to the corn-stalk army; but 
that belongs to the individual citizens, in rights 
secured by individual taxation, and that is to be 
compensated for, when it is alienated by the Fed- 
efal Government, in the same description of taxa- 
tion. Nevertheless, it is doomed to go, and I de 
not raise my voice against its alienation, for it 
would be impotent for that purpo®. 

But to the question of financiering as connected 
with this subject. We are proving ourselves 
abundantly profligate in throwing away the public 
domain, and not only that, but abundantly profli- 
gate in drawing out of the public Treasury money 
outside of the domain, to provide for its distribu- 
tion. You not only tax the ejtizen by his con- 
tribution to the Federal Treasury, for the purchase 
of this domain, but you propose by this bill to tax 
him further in the process of giving it away to 

vatriots. What is the third section of this bill? 
t says, ** afficers, whether in or out of office.”’ You 


are not content with paying officers in office, and 


with prospects for the future, but you pay men 
whether in or out of office—the rest of mankind. 
{Laughter. ] 

Mr. BISSELL. Will the rentleman from Ohio 
permit me—as I may not be able to get the floor 
when he shall have concluded—to say a word or 
two upon that third section ? ‘ 

Mr. CARTTER. Well, perhaps 1 might if I 
knew what you were going to say. 

Mr. BISSELL. What I should say would be 
directly against what you are saying, and it would 
be based upon the bill itself prich you misappre- 
hend entirely. 

Mr. CARTTER. I may misapprehend the 
bill, but it certainly reads, that ‘ said officers, 
‘whether in or out of office at the time of the passage 
‘of this act, or their legal or personal representa- 
‘tives, in case of their death, shall be entitled to 
‘receive from the Treasury of the United States’’— 
not from the revenues of the public domain, not 
from the fund proposed to be distributed by this 
bill, but from the general revenues of the United 
States. 

Mr. ORR, (interrupting.) I desire to make a 
suggestion to the gentleman. Is he aware that 
that applies also to the Mexican bounty land war- 
rants that have already been paid ? 

Mr. CARTTER. Precisely so. It is a bill 
in the past, present, and future tenses; providing 
for the dead and the living; for men in office and 
out of office. A more flagrantand profligate meais- 
ure for drawing money out of the public Treasury, 
it appears to me, has never been submitted to this 
House. Is it not enough in all conscience to tax 
the American citizen to fill your public Treasury, 
and then give away the resources that have been 
purchased by his taxation, without drawing upon 
the public Treasury to provide the ways and 
means by which it shall be given away? I regard 
it as an outrage upon the private rights of the citi- 
zen who has not had the gratification of shoulder- 
ing a corn-stalk. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kenfucky. 
gentlemen permit me? 

Mr. CARTTER. I mean no disrespect to the 
officers of the late war. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. MARSHALL. I supposed the gentleman 
had‘finished. 

Mr. CARTTER. 
tleman. 

Mr. MARSHALL. [did not rise with the in- 
tention of replying to the gentleman’s remarks, 
but merely to say that it must be apparent to the 
House, that the course of this proceeding had 
thrown the friends of a measure similar to this into 
® position on which they must either have en- 
crossed the bill or killed it, and it is to be hoped 
that the House will now unanimously agree to the 

| reconsideration, and to the commitment of the bill 
either to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, or to a select committee, with a view 
that a bill may be brought in here upon which 
gentlemen can expend their eloquence and their 
energy. I move the previous questfon. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Cantrer] yield the floor for that pur- 

ose? 

Mr. MARSHALL. The gentleman yielded 
the floor absolutely. 

Mr. JONES, re I understoud the 
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I will give way to the gen- 
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gentleman from Ohio as merely yielding for an || it is not contemplated that the soldier. himself, in 


explanation. 

Mr. CARTTER. Certainly. 
for an explanation, and I wish now to state a fact. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 
floor for the purpose ef explanation. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
know of the gentleman from Ohio, whether he had 
yielded the floor finally, or merely for explanation? 

Mr. CARTTER. Only for explanation. 

Mr. MARS@IALL. ell, 1 declined at the 
time to accept it for that purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ohio 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CARTTER. I will yield the floer finally 
in a moment, but not by calling the previous ques- 
tion. The fact that I was about stating at the 
time my friend from Kentucky rose, was this, that 
every one of these warrants costs the public Treas- 
ury two dollars. Now I want this measure 
opened ap. If we dispose of this public domain, 


let us do it intelligently and responsibly, and not || 


under the gag of the previous question, or by 
force of the drill, taking hold upon combinations 
here. Give us an open sea, and a fair sail upon 
this question, and I apprehend that a portion of 
this bill at any rate will be obliterated. 

Mr. JONES of Tennessee. It is very evident, | 
I think, from the vote of this House refusing to | 
lay upon the table the motion to reconsider the 
vote by Which the bill was ordered to be engrossed, | 
that the bill is not now in a form that meets the | 
wishes and views of a majority of the House. | 
While there is a decided majority of the House | 
for the main and principal feature of this bill, | 
there is also, I thinks majority against the bill as | 
it now stands, 

In the first place, the first section of this bill is | 
perhaps wholly and entirely unnecessary, because 
this Hou :« has, upon a former day of the present | 


I only yielded | 
I declined to take the | 


The Chair desires to | 


ve 


session, passed a provision to effect exactly the |; 


same purpose that this section is intended to ac- | 
complish. 

The next section, which provides for giving 
feés and augmented fees to the receivers and regis- 
ters of the land office who shall locate the land 
warrants, is not in a form that suits myself, and | 
I think very many of us, if not a majority of this | 
House. 

I must say that I do not understand the full | 
bearing of that section. If it shall pass into a law, | 
I suppose it is to give to these officers the same | 
fees to which they would have been entitled if the | 
land had been entered and paid for as previded for 
in* this section; and not only this, but, if I under- | 
stand it, it does more—it authorizes the registers | 
and receivers to receive similar fees for the land 
warrants they have heretofore located under the 
law granting bounty lands to the soldiers in the | 
Mexican war. But this section makes a distinc- 
tion between the soldiers who are the beneficiaries 
of the Government under the acts of Congress 
granting bounty lands, It provides that the sol- 
dier shall locate the land himself, and that the 
Government shall then take the responsibility of 
paying the register and receiver for locating them. 

l ask you how toes the soldier who paid it in 

the first instance to the receiver of the land office 

get it back from that officer? This bill provides 

in the first instance, that everybody shall make | 
nayment to the register and receiver the fees for 
lovaitan the warrants, and that when he comes to | 
setile with the Treasury Department there shall 
be refunded to him from the Treasury of the 
United States as much as he has received from 
the man himself. It provides that— 


| 
| 


‘The registers and receivers of the United States land | 
oftices shall hereafter be severally authorized tocharge and | 
receive for their services in locating bounty land warrants, 
the same rate of compensation or percentage to which they 
are entitled by law for sales of the public lands for cash, at 
the rate of one dollar and twenty five cents per acre, the 
said compensation to be hereafter paid by the assignees ore 
holders of such warrants, in all cases where the same have 
been transferred by the soldier or his legal or pgrsonal rep- 
resentative, under the provisions of the.acts of Congress, | 
and the reguiations of the General Land Office on that sub- 
ject, and to be paid out of the Treasury of the United States, 
upon the adjustment of the accounts of such officers, where 


| 


| 


ject to being located upon by these warrants. 


locating the warrant, shall pay anything to the 
register and receiver for said location. The Gov- 
ernment itself is to allow compensation to the 
register and receiver, when the soldier has not 
transferred the warrant; but when the soldier has 
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| 
| 
} 


made a transfer, the assignee who made the pur- | 
chase is required to pay the compensation to the | 


register and receiver. 
Mr. JONES 


transfer his warrant, and you charge the assignee 


Still you authorize the soldier to | 


the price of the fees which you authorize the reg- | 


ister of the land office to receive for making the 
location. 


When the man comes to buy the war- | 


rant from the soldier, it will reduce the value ex- | 


actly to the amount which he is to pay to the 
receiver ‘of the land office. Then this section 
makes an appropriation out of the Treasury; and 
by our rules the bill should be considered in Com- 


mittee of the Whole on ‘the state of the Union, | 


where this section has not been considered. 
the next section, which provides for extending the 


| benefits of the act approved September 28th, 1850, 


To | 


to’ other persons, I have no objection;but it will | 


|| not suffer from undergoing an investigation by the 


committee to which it will be referred, and who | 
will report it back in an intelligible form which 


will bear the test of scrutiny. 


I desire to make a few remarks upon another | 
subject which has been introduced here; that is, 
the proviso which was incorporated into the civil | 
and diplomatic bill tht last session prohibiting the | 
location of bounty land warrants upon any lands | 


other than those which had been surveyed and 
brought intoymarket. f 
Virginia [Mr. Bayty] will find he is mistaken 


I think the gentleman from | 


when he says that this provision was incorporated | 
into the civil and diplomatic bill under the recom- | 
mendation of the Secretary of the Treasury that | 


it would be necessary to make a loan. 


My recol- | 


lection, is that the recommendation of theSecretary | 


of the Treasury for a loan was in the first session 
of the last Congress. 
the location of these bounty land warrants, was 


This proviso, restricting | 


passed upon the last day of the last session of | 


ok ’ . 
the last Congress, when it had been ascertained | 


that the revenues of the country would exceed even | 


the wasteful and extravagant and prodigal esti- 
mates and demands of the Administration, sus- 


tained and backed by the Congress of the United | 


States. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, (interrupting.) I | 
only wish to set the gentleman from Tennessee | 
right as to the matter of fact in relation to this | 


loan. Does not my friend recollect that he and I 


had three or four discussions during the last ses- | 
sion of Congress, in which he undertook to show | 


that the bills we had reported largely exceeded the || t) the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


revenues of the country? 

Mr. JONES. That was the first session. 

Mr. BAYLY. At the second, too. 

Mr. JONES, (resuming.) 
proposition : Le 
They cannot say | did it. 
was made was to refuse to make any appropria- 


| tion for the further survey of the public Jands and 


to provide for their being brought into market sub- 


Department said that they must have money to 


survey the lands, and it was decided to put it into | 
|| the bill, at the instance of Mr. Vinton, whose | 
name has been mentioned in connection with this | 


subject; but when the appropriation was put in, it 


was accompanied by a proviso to prevent the loca- | 
tion of warrants upon such lands as should here- | 
When it came into the House | 


after be surveyed. 
that proviso was stricken out of the bill by an 
overwhelming majority, so large that those who 
advocated it had no show at all upon the question. 
Mr. Vinton was, from the beginning, uncompro- 


| misingly opposed to the passage of the bounty 
land law, and threw all the obstacles in his power 


in its way. If I mistake not, my friend from 
Virginia [Mr. Bayxy] voted against that law when 


| it was before the House. 


it sball be shoygn to the satisfaction of the General Land || 


Office that the same was located by the soldier or warrantee, 
or in case of his death by his next of kin, as provided by the | 
acts of Congress aforesaid.” 


Mr. JONES. Certainly. 
Mr. BISSELL. By the terms of this resolution 


| day. 
5 4 


| said in a speech that he did not want his constitu- 
Mr. BISSELL. Will the gentleman allow me || 
for a moment? 1 


Mr. BAYLY. I must say that my friend from 


| Tennessee does not exhibit his usual accuracy to- 


I voted for it. 
JONES. I recollect that the gentleman 


ents to get these lands and remove from his State. 


Mr. TAYLOR. Will the gentleman from Ten- 


| nessee permit me to ask him if this proviso did 
not come from the Senate, as an amendment? 


' Then how did this | 
get into the civil and diplomatic bill? | 
The first move which | 


The | 





| it. 


|| cormmittee or to the Committee on the Judiciar 
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Mr. JONES. That is just what fam coming 
to. When it had been stricken oat in the ae 
the bill went to the Senate, and it was understood 
that Mr. Vinton followed it there and got the pro 
viso incorporated. Jt came back to the Hoa 
and a committee of conference was appointed yp, o 
the bill, and that committee, I believe, with = 
friend from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,] and Mr. Vjy,. 
ton both, on it, on the part of the House, reported 
it back here, when the clock wanted but five, ten 
or, at most, fifteen minutes to twelve o’clock the 
4th of March, 1851. I th@ealled for a vote upon 

I wished to defeat the proviso; and I woulg 
have defeated the appropriation bill sooner than to 
have seen it passed the House with the proviso jn @ 
it. The committee had not time to meet again 
and unless the House concurred in the report the 
bill would be lost. In that state of feeling, and at 


'| that period of the session, passed the proviso, after 


three fourths of the members had voted against jt, 

I hope this bill will be referred either to a selec, 
or to some other committee, which will take . 
subject into consideration and make the bill such 
as it should be and such as shall meet the wishes 
of a majority of this House, and which, at all 
events, shall provide for the repeal of that proviso 
in the civil and @plomatic bill of the last session, 

I move the previous question. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered. 

Mr, CLARK asked that the previous question 
might be withdrawn for a moment, 

[Cries of ** Too late!’’] 

The SPEAKER said no remarks could be made 
after the previous question had been seconded. 
The question was now upon reconsidering the yote 
by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read the third time. 

The question was then put, and carried in the 
affirmative. 

So the House agreed to reconsider; and the 
question again recurring upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time— 

Mr. DUNHAM moved to refer the bill to a 
select committee of five. 

The question was put, and the motion to refer 
was agreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken, and to lay that motion upon the table; 


| which latter motion was agreed to, 


CUBAN AFFAIRS. 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, asked that by unani- 


| mous consent the Chair be permitted to lay before 


the House the several Executive communications 
upon the Speaker’s table. One of these was of a 
most important character, and shoutd be referred 
There 
being no objection, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communication from the President of the 
United States, viz: 

To the House of Representatives : 

I transmit to the House of Representatives & report from 
the Secretary of State in answer to the first part of a reso- 
lution of the 15th December, 1851; and also a report from 
the Secretary of the Navy, in answer to the remaining part 


of the same resolution. 
MILLARD FILLMORE. 

WASHINGTON, 23d December, 1851. 

[The first part of the resolution of the House referred to 
in the above, called upon the State Department for any in- 
formation in its possession in regard to the conclusion of & 
treaty between Spain, France, and Great Britain in relation 
to the Island of Cuba, and the nature of such treaty. The 
Departinent informs the House that it has no knowledge of 
the conclusion of any such treaty, and that there is good 
reason to suppose that no such treaty has been entered into, 
although there is no official information upon the subject. 
The second branch of the resolution called upon the Navy 
Department for information in regard to the relative strength 
of the British, French, and the-United States squadrons In 
the West India seas, and whether additional appropriations 
are necessary to increase the foree of the-United States on 
that station. In response to the above, the Secretary ot the 
Navy reports that the United States have in those seas but 
five vessels, carrying sixty-five guns in the aggregate ; that 
the British @uadron consists of twenty-one vessels, ¢arry- 
ing in the aggregate six hundred and thirty-two guns ; and 
that the force of the French is deemed to be equal to that 
of the English. He also states that additional appropria- 
tions are necessary if the United States squadron be in- 
creased, unless the vessels be drawh from other stations. } 


Mr. BAYLY moved that the communication 
and accompanying documents be referred to the 
Conimittee on Foreign Affairs,and be printed; 
which motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 8 
communication from the Treasury Department, 
transmitting, in compliance with the 20th section 
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of the act of 26th August, 1842, detailed state- | 


s of the manner in which the contingent funds 


ment ; 
Department have been expended during 


of said 


the year ending the 30th day of September, 1851; | 


which, 


On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, was referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. ’ ; 

Also, laid before the House a communication 
from J. J. Abert, Colonel of the Corps of Topo- 

hical Engineers, a report relative to the con- 
struction of “roads in Sinnanen Territory, in 
answer to the resolution of the House of the 15th 
instant; which, 

On motion by Mr. SIBLEY, was referred to 
the Committee on Territories, and ordered to be 

rinted. 

Also, a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, transmitting a report from the Fourth Audit- 
or of the Treasury, @xhibiting in detail form the 
vay and allowance of the several officers of the 
Navy and Marine Corps of the United States for 
the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1851; which, 

On motion by Mr. BOCOCK, was referred to 


the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to 


be printed. : 
JOHN S. THRASHER. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
fllowing communication from the President of 
the United States, viz: 

To the House of Representatives: ; 

{n answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 15th instant, requesting information in regard to the 
imprisonment, trial, and sentence of John 8. Thrasher in 
the Island of Cuba, I transmit a report from the Secretary 
of State, and the documents which accompanied it. 

» MILLARD FILLMORE. 

Wasuineton, December 23, 1851. 

The communication having been read, 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, moved that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. BROOKS moved to amend the motion as 
follows: 

“ With directions to examine into the laws of domicil in 
the Island of Cuba, and to see if they are not proper mat- 
ters for negotiation and treaty.’’ 

The question was put, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. B. said: I do not propose to make any 
remarks upon that amendment at the present time. 

A Memper. You can’t, for it has passed. 

Mr. B. continued. But I will, at a proper time, 
by the indulgence of the House, enter into an 
explanation of what these laws are, and how un- 
justly they operate upon our citizens, and the rea- 
son why I think it a proper subject for negotiation 
upon the part of our Government. 

The whole subject was then referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 1 believe that the first message 
which was read from the President of the United 
States, was in answer to a resolution offered 


by my colleague from the Petersburg district, | 


(Mr. Meape,] a few days ago, calling upon the 
Executive for information, as to whether there 
had been a treaty concluded between Engiand 
and France having relation to Cuba. The com- 
munication in answer to this legitimately goes to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. There 
was another part of that resolution calling upon 
the President of the United States to inform the 
House whether, in his opinion, it was necessary 
that our navy in the Gulf of Mexico should be 
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NOTICE OF A BILL. 


By Mr. FOWLER: A bill for regulating the mileage of 
mémbers of the Senate and House of Representatives of the 


| United States. 


| 


i] 


| 





PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 


| under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 


By Mr. BRIGGS: Memorial from citizens of New Bed 


| ford, Massachusetts, for the relief of seamen at home, and 
| in foreign ports. 


} 


Also, for the same, the Nautical Institution and Ship- 
Master’s Society of the city of New York. 

Also, for the same, citizens of the United States trading 
with Havana. 

Also, for the same, the President and Secretary of the 
Marine Society of the city of New York. 

Also, for the same, the Society in Philadelphia. 


#@ Also, for the same, the Chamber of Commerce in the 


| city of New York. 


‘ 
Also, for the same, citizens residing in the city of Phila- 


| delphia. 


Also, for the same, citizens residing in Havre de Grace, 
France. ; 

Also, a memorial from the Chamber of Commerce in the 
city of New York, for the construction of a light house on 
Sandy Key, Florida. 

By Mr. BRAGG: The memorial of the assignees of the 
claim of Francis Collel, praying tor the confirmation of the 
title to a tract-of land in the city of Mobile. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of 
the administrators of John H. McHalton, deceased, pray- 
ing to be allowed the commutation to which he was en- 
titied. 

By Mr. GAYLORD: The petition of J. 8S. Armstrong 
and sixty others, citizens of Wesley and vicinity, Wash- 


| ington county, Ohio, asking a grant of land tor the benefit 


of education in the * Independent School Association, of 
the Commonwealth of Wesley.’’ 

Also, the petition of citizens of Somerset, Perry county, 
Ohio, asking the establishment of a mail route from the 


| town of Somerset, in Perry county, to the town of Jackson, 


in Licking county, Ohio. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: Two petitions, numerously signed, 
praying for a maii-route from Decaturville, Decatur county, 
by the way of the Hermitage and Swaliow Bluff, to Sa 


| vannah, Harden county. 


increased. In answer to that part of the resolu- || 
tion there was a communication from the Navy || 
adjourn. 


Department, and it is my impression that com- 


munication should go to the Committee on Naval | 


Affairs. The chairman of that committee is not 
here, and supposing that is the legitimate refer- 
ence, I move, or ask, if it is not apparent to the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations 


that it be referred to the Committee on Naval | 


Affairs. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. The reference I 
moved was a proper one, as the communication 
refers to international affairs. I have not, how- 
ever, the slightest objection to the reference pro- 
posed by my colleague. 

Mr. BOCOCK. If the reference to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations is the proper one, I 
am satisfied. . 

Mr. HASCALL moved the House 
Which motion was to. 


So the House adjourned. 


adjourn; 





} 
' 


By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of Vincent Walker, 


and other watchmen of the Gosport navy-yard, asking an 
increase of their pay. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Murry, asking the payment 
of compensation improperly withheld. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: ‘The memorial of Patrick Hayes, 
C. Massey. jr., and many other citizens of Philadelphia, ask 
ing Congress to remunerate the sufferers by French sgolia 
tions On the commerce Of its citizens of this cuuntry previous 
to 1800. 

By Mr. MOORE: The memorial of citizens of Philadel- 
phia asking an appropriation for the erection of piers and 
harbors in the Deiaware river and bay. 

Also, the memorial of Messsrs. H. P. & W.C. Taylor, 
and Powers and Weightman, of Philadelphia, asking Con 
gress lo pay the expenses of sending the American specinens 
of art to the London Industria! Exhibition. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, December 26, 1851. 
Prayer by the Rev. L. F. Morean. 


The PRESIDENT called the Senate to order at 
thirty-five minutes after twelve o’clock; and stated 
that there was not a quorum present. 

Mr. FELCH. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. MANGUM. Will the Senator withdraw 
that motion? 

Mr. FELCH. I withdraw it. 

Mr. MANGUM. I move that when the Senate 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is under the 
impression that the motion cannot be received. 
The Constitution of the United States expressly 
designates what is to be done. We cannot adjourn 
for more than three days without a joint resolu- 
tion; and when there is not a quorum in attendance 
we can only adjourn from day today. Such is 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. FELCH. Then I renew the motion to 


Mr. BRADBURY. I think there will be a 
quorum present in a few minutes. I hope the 
Senate will not adjourn until we order some in- 
vestigation into the causes of the late fire. I think 


| the Sergeant-at-Arms might easily secure a quo- 


rum. 


The PRESIDENT. 


It is in the power of the 


| Senate to send for absent members if such is its 


pleasure. 
Mr. CASS. I do not think it is worth while to 
send for absent members during the holidays. I 
| have prepared a resolution in relation to the fire, 
which I intended to submit, but I am willing to let 
it lie over. 
| Mr. FELCH. If there is any object to be ac- 
| complished by withdrawing the motion, I will 


|| withdraw it. 
| The PRESIDENT. The only object which 
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the like disaster, and report the facts to the House. 
| said committee shall have power to send for and examine, 
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can be accomplished by not adjourning, will be 
the sending for absent Senators. The Senate can 
order the attendance of absent members, or wait 
to see whether or not they will come in. 

Mr. CASS. I would onty say that I do not 
think there is any probability of obtaining a 
quorum. 


Mr. MANGUM, I renew the motion to ad- 


journ, 


The motion was disagreed to—ayes 10, noes 10. 

After waiting for some time longer without ob- 
taining a quorum, ; 

On the motion of Mr. MANGUM, the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, December 26, 185] 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 

The following gentlemen have been appointed 
by the Speaker to constitute the select committee 
on the joint resolution Jn relation to the assign- 
ability of land warrants, viz: Mr. Dunnam, of In- 
diana; Mr. Srernuens, of Georgia; Mr. Harris, 


' of Tennessee; Mr. Tuck, of New Hampshire; 


and Mr. Bissexx, of Lilinots. 


BURNING OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Li- 
brarian of Congress; which was read, as follows, 
Viz: 
Liprary or Coneress, December 25, 1851 

Sir: Itis my very painful duty to communicate to Gon 
gress the destruction of the books, paintings, statuary, 
medals, and other property of the principal saloon of their 
Library, yesterday morning, by fire that originated in the 
room, in a manner to me altogether unaccountable, as no 
fires have been used in it for a long time, and no candies, 
lamps, or other lights, have ever been used in it during the 
whole time that it has been under my charge 

I have not been able to ascertain the precise number of 
the books that were destroyed, but believe that it may be 
estimated at about thirty-five thousand. 

It is truly gratifying to have it in my power to add, that 
about twenty thousand volumes of books that were in the 
Law Room, and in the two rooms adjoining the Saloon of 
the Library, are safe. Many of these books belonged to the 
library of the late President Jefferson, that was purchased 
by Congress in the year 1815. 

They constitute the several chapters in the Catalogue of 
the Library, agreeably to Mr. Jefferson’s classification, un- 
der the following beads: Ancient History; American His- 
tory ; Ecclesiastical History ; Chemistry ; Mineralogy and 
Conchology ; Moral Philosophy; Law of Natuse and Na 
tions; the five chapters composing the law department of 
the Library; Religion ; Politics, (including the science of 
Legislation, Political Economy, Commerce, Banking Sta- 
tistics, &c.,) part of the chapter on Architecture, and the 
entire chapter on Music; Dialogue and Epistolary; Logic 
Rhetoric and Orations, and the Theory of Criticism. 

I sincerely hope that the searching investigation Con 
gress will give to the distressing event, which every lover 
of science and literature must deeply deplore, will lead to 
a detection of the causes that produced it, and to the adqp- 
tion of means that will prevent, in all future time, a rectr- 
rence of the sad calamity. 

With the most respectful regard, I have the honor to be, 
your obedient servant, 

JOHN 8. MEEHAN, Librarian. 

To the Hon. Lynw Boyp, 

Speaker of House Representatives U. S. Congress. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce a 
joint resolution in reference to the subject referred 
to in the communication just read. 

Cries of ‘** Read it!’’ ** Read it!’’) 

he resolution was then read the first and sec- 
ond time, as follows: 


Joint Resolution authorizing an inquiry into the origin of 
the late fire, by which the National Library was d 
stroyed. 

Resolved, That the Joint Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds be instructed to inquire into the origin of the 
fire by which the National Library was consumed, on the 
24th instant, and whether the same occurred from the neg- 
ligence of any officer of Government, or person in the em- 
ployment of either or both Houses of Congress, or from the 
defective construction of the furnaces or flues, or was the 
act of an incendiary: and also the extent of injury to the 
building, and the best mode of reconstructing the Library 
Room, so as to afford perfect security in the future against 
The 


on oath, such persons as may have information touching 
the premises. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I move to amend the reso- 
lution by making it the duty of a select committee, 
to consist of five, instead of the Committee on 
Public Buildings. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
moves to strike out the *‘ Joint Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds,’’ and insert a ** select 
committee of five.”’ 


Mr. SWEETSER. At the suggestion of the 
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members around me, I will move to insert the 
Comraittee on the Library, instead of that pro- 
posed in the resolution. 

‘The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was lost. 

The resolution was then read a second time, and 

ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
Mr. FOWLER. I suevest an amendment to 
last part of the resolution. It proposes that 
the committee shall have power to send for such 
persons as may have information. Now, how 
are we to know they have information? I suggest 
as an amendment the words ‘that may be sup- 
posed to have information,’’ instead of the words 
used im the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment can be in- 
trodueed only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. It has been 
sugested to me, that in the resolution offered to 
the House, the Library has been -miscalled, and 
that instead of being called the National Library, 
it should be called the Congressional Library, or 
the Library of Congress. I suppose that by the 
unanimous consent of the House that alteration 
ean be made. 

The SPEAKER. If there was no objection 
the alteration could be made. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
altered accordingly. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition of the gen- 
tieman from Massachusetts [Mr. low Ler] is ob- 
jee ted to, and cannot be entertained. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 


the 


It seems to 


me that the resolution is defective in one particu- | 
. ' 
I merely make the suggestiém to the gentle- 


; 
lar. 
may who offered the resolution, and to the House, 
that if the House concur. with me in that respect 
it may be amended without objection. . One object 
of the resolution seems to be to inquire into the 
best mote of making the Library, when it should 
be rebuilt, fire-proof, so that it cannot be subjected 
to any similar accident in future. I simply wish 
to inquire, and suggest whether the range of in- 
vestigation ought not to go further than this, and 
inquire as to the best means of making the whole 
Capitol fire-proof. It is well known to all that 
this accident not only destroyed the Library, but 
endangered every other part of the Capitol. The 
structure of this buildine above the House and 
Senate is ‘Of wood, and both the Senate and House 
of Representatives are liable to be consumed at 
any time, as was the Library day before yester- 
day. I make thisas a suggestion, and I think the 
resolution should be so amended. 

Objection was made to any such change, and 
the suggestion was not considered. 

The resolution was then read the third time and 
passed. 

SEIZURE OF THE BRIG AROC. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine, by the general consent 
of the House, introduced the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to communieate to this House, if not incompatible 


with the public interest, any information in possession of 


Government relative to the seizure of the brig * Aroc,”’ 
Eastport, Maine, owned by Z. A. Paine, and eommanded 
by Captain A. C. Spates, and the detention and imprison 
meat of the master in the year A. D. 1850, by the Haytian 
authorities at the port of Jeremie; and also what measures, 
if any, that may have been taken to procure indemnity to 
the owners of sid brig for her detention, and for the im 
prisonment of the master. 


Mr. SWEETSER asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to withdraw certain papers from 
the files; but it was objected to. 

Mr. COBB. Many of us have important bills 
to present to the House, and have referred to the 
appropriate committees, but we shall never be 
able to do so, unless we proceed to the regular 
order of business. The rezular order of business 
is calling the States and Territories for petitions, 
and I call for that order of business now. 


EXPENSES OF THE FIRE. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. With the 


permisson of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Corns) I will state that the Committee on Public 


3uildings received a communication this morning | 
from the Commissioner of Public Buildings, sta- || 


ting that great expense had been incurred in ex- 


tinguishing the fire on the 24th instant, and that || day before passing the bill. We must sit here 
‘| until we can reach that bill in the regular order of 


an appropriation is needed to meet this expense, 
and for the purpose of putting the building in a 


condition to be secure from the action of the | 


of 


| 


weather. I request the gentleman from Alabama 
to withdraw his call for the regular order of busi- 
ness, to enable me to introduce a bill for that 
yurpose., 

Mr. COBB. 1 have no objection. I consent. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I ask the 
general consent of the House to introduce a bill, 
and to move to refer it to the Committee of the 

rT 7 * - . 

Whole on the state of the Union. 

Several Memsers. ‘* Read*the bill!’ 

The bill was then read, as follows: 

An act making appropriation to meet the expenses incurred 
in consequence of the late fire at the Capitol. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembied, That the sum of five thousand dollars be, and@ 
the same is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary, under the direction of 
the Commissioner of Public Buildings, in discharge of ex- 
penses incurred in the extinguisliment of the late fire in the 
Library Room, the removal! of the rubbish, and the preserva- 
tion of such books and other articles as may have been 
saved, and the construction of a tin roof for the preserva- 
tion and protection of the public building now exposed, 


The reading of the communication from the 


of 


Commissioner of Public Buildings was then called 


for, and it was read, as follows: 
Orrice oF COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS, ? 
WasHInGron, 26th December, 1851. § 
Ricuarp H. SvTanron, 
Chairman Com. on Public Buildings and Grounds: 

Sir: The late destruction of the Hall of the United 
States Library by fire, has left a mass of burning books 
and papers, which [am vow having removed. I[ am also 
constructing a temporary roof (covered with tin) over the 
exposed arches which cover the rooms immediately east of 
the Library, which [ hope to finish this week. 

To enable me to pay the cost of these works, and also 
the buckets, axes, &c., purchased during the fire, and 
wages of men employed to guard the premises and prevent 
further extension of fire to other parts of the Capitol, I very 
respectfully pray your committee to ask for an appropriation 
of five thousand dollars, which I hope will be sufficient for 
these purposes. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

WM. EASBY, 
Commissioner of Public Buildings. 

Mr. SWEETSER. The bill makes an appro- 
priation of money, and must go to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to the 
introduction of the bill? 

Mr. SWEETSER. Yes, sir, I object. 

Mr. COBB. I now make a motion to proceed 
with the call for resolutions, dispensing with the 
call for petitions, &c. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, (interrupting.) If the gen- 
tleman will allow me, I ask the general consent of 
the House to offer a resolution, of which I have 
given previous notice, and which I think will meet 
with no objection, which resolution is as follows: 

Resolved, That so much of the standing rules as provides 
for calling States and Territories for petitions, be rescinded 
and repealed. 

Objection was made by Mr. JONES, of Ten- 
nessee, and the resolution was not received. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move that when this 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Tuesday 
next. 

Mr. FOWLER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Is there a quorum? 

The SPEAKER. A quorum is not necessary 
on a preposition for yeas and nays. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I move to strike out Tuesday, 
and insert Monday. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have no objection. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I wish to be 
indulged to say a word or two. If we adjourn 
over till Tuesday, it will be impossible to pass 
before that time upon the bill, of which no- 


Honorable 


tice was given, appropriating money to defray the || Ajexander H. § 


expenses incident to the burning of the library, 
and necessary to preserve the other portions of the 
building now exposed to the weather. It is a bill | 
that should be passed immediately, and sent to the 
Senate, before its adjournment to-day, for action 
thereon. If the House remain in session, reports 
from committees will soon be in order, when the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


— a 


__ Dee. 26, 
rum of the House now present. Gentlemen Nie 
left with the impression that there would been 
business transacted until after New Year’s day . 

The SPEAKER Stated that there was no qu» 
rum. ot 

Mr. SWEETSER. I withdraw the Objectioy 
I made to the introduction of the bill offered 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Srawro, 
but I do it with considerable reluctance. { w., 
in favor of a more stringent course than thet tele 
cated by the chairman of the Committee on Py), 
lic Buildings, but 1 withdraw it upon the sugees. 
tion of my friends. wy, 

The SPEAKER. The question is now ynop 
the motion of the gentleman from Illinois, [\y, 
RIcHARDSON. ri 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 withdraw my motipy 
in reference to adjournment for the present 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentyeky, by unanimoys 
consent then introduced the bill, heretofore ref rred 
to, making appropriation to meet the expenses in. 
curred in consequence of the late fire at the Capj. 
tol; which was read a first and second time b 
title. 

Cries ‘* Read the bill!’’ ** Read the bill!” 

The bill was®accordingly read as reported 
above. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move tha 
it be referted to the Committee of the Whole og 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. ‘There can he 
no gbjection to its being passed upon immediately, 
without sending it to the Committee of the Whole. 
The rule can be suspended by unanimous consent; 
and we can.pass it, and sand it to the Senate for 
their action upon it to-day. 

There being no objection, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed it was then read a third time and 
yassed. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. [I now renew the mo- 
tion I made a few moments since, that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Tuesday 


next. 
Mr. STEPHENS. I ask that the Clerk be 


authorized to carry forthwith to the Senate the 
bill which has just been passed. 
The SPEAKER. It will be done as a matter 


of course. 

Mr. FOWLER called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
Ricuarpson;] which were ordered; and having 


been taken, were—yeas 91, nays 54; as follows, 
VIZ: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, John Appleton, 
William Appleton, Ashe, Averett, Babcock, Thomas Hi. 
Bayly, Barrere, Bartlett, Beale, Bennett, Bissell, Bocock, 
Bowne, John H. Boyd, Bragg, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, 
Burrows, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Chastaia, 
Churchwell, George T. Davis, Disney, Dockery, Dunham, 
Eastinan, Edgerton, Evans, Ewing, Fitch, Florence, Floyd, 
Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gorman, Hall, 
Hamilton, Harper, Ishain G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Hebard, Houston, Howard, Hunter, James Johnson, Jobin 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, George G. 
King, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, MeCorkle, Me- 
Donald, McMullen, Millson, Miner, Morehead, Olds, rr, 
Penn, Powell, Price, Richardson, Riddle, Robinson, Sack- 
ett, Schermerhorn, Schoonmaker, Scurry, David L. Sey- 
mour, Smart, Snow, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Stuart, Sutherland, Taylor, Benjamin Thomp 
son, Thurston, Venable, Wallace, Addison White, Wilcox, 
Williams, and Yates—91. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, Brenton, Briggs, 
Joseph Cable, Lewis D. Campbeti, Chapman, Clark, Cleve- 
land, Clingman, Cobb, Conger, John G. Davis, Doty, Fick- 
lin, Fowler, Gaylord, Goodenow, Goodrich, Grey, Grow, 
Hascall, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hillyer, Horsford, John 
W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Ingersoll, Ives, Jackson, 
Andrew Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Preston King, Kubns, 
Landry, Lockhart, Mason, Meacham, Molony, Murphy, 
Nabers, Newton, Peaslee, Penniman, Perkins, Rantow!, 
Robie, Scudder, Origen 8S. Seymour, Benjamin Stanton, 

Stephens, Stone, Sweetser, George W- 
Thompson, Townshend, Tuck, Walbridge, Ward, Wash 


iTON,) 


y its 


| burn, Watkins, Welsh, and Wildrick—64. 


So the motion was agreed to. 
Mr. ORR moved that the House do now a- 
journ; upon which question tellers were demanded 


| and ordered, and Mr. Orr and Mr. Fow er 4)- 


and Grounds can introduce as a matter of right || 


his bill, which has just now been precluded by 
the objection of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 


Sweerser.] The House should not adjourn to- || 


business. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 


| 


There is barely a quo- || 


| pointed. The question was taken, and the tellers 
chairman of the Committee on Public Buildings || 


reported—ayes 74, noes 59. 
So the House adjourned to Tuesday next. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees: 
By Mr, JOHN W. HOWE: The petition of William 
Nickell and forty-four others, citizens of Venango county; 
Pennsylvania, praying Congress to establish a post poe 
from Agnew’s Mills, in said county, via Lamartine 6 
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Five Points, to Cass, on the Susquehanna and Waterford , 
turapike, ten miles east of Franklin. : i 
“ay Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of 8. Burrows and 
other citizens of the town of Wales, in the State of Mas 
caehusetts, praying for the settlement of all national ques- 
sons by a Congress of Nations. — ; 

"By Mr. BENNETT: The petition of C. A. Phorp, Esq., 
and other citizens of Chenango, New York, asking tor a 
aw to give more effective protection to the rights of pat- 


nny Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of 4 
Robert Mills, late Architect of Public Buildings, recom- 
mending the construction of a temporary Hall for the use of 
the House of Representatives on the site of the late Library 
Room, and the use of the present Hall for the Librafy. 

ny Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia: The petition of Charles 
Fletcher, of Lancaster, for a contract for carrying the Uni 
ted States mail in a line of steamers proposed to he estab 
shed between Norfolk, in Virginia, and Cadiz, in Spain. n 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, December 27, 185). 
Prayer by the Rev. L. F. Morean. 


There being no quorum present, 
On the motisn of Mr. SMITH, the Senate ad- 
journed. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 29, 1851. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burier. 
FLOGGING IN THE NAVY. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, | 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 22d instant, the record of the 
proceedings of a Court of Inquiry, convened No- 
vember 20, 1850, on board the United States ship 
Cumberland, in the bay of Naples, for the inves- 
tigation of charges preferred against William K. 
Latimer, an officer in the Navy; which was read 
and ordered to lie on the table. 


DEFICIENCIES IN NAVAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
communicating estimates fo: deficiencies in the 
appropriations for the naval service for the ygar 
ending June 30, 1852; which was read: 


Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of James 
Corrigan, a pensioner of the United States, pray- 
ingan increase of pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Cherokee county, Alabama, praying that 
remuneration may be demanded of the Spanish 
Government for the seizure of the property of 
Edward Stiff, a citizen of the United States, an? 
his imprisonment by order of the Captain Gen- 
eral of Cuba; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of Amos 
Kendall and,John E. Kendall, praying compensa- 
tion for services rendered the Western Cherokees 
in prosecuting their claims; which was referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Wisconsin, praying that the right of pre- 
emption and a credit of two years may be allowed 
to the settlers en the Menomonee Purchase, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public: Lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented additional evi- 
dence in relation to the claim of James Jeffries 
and Jeremiah M. Smith; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

_ Mr. DAWSON submitted additional evidence 
in relation to the claim of Calvin B. Seymour; 
which, with hig memorial on the files of the Sen- 
ate, was referred to the Committee on Indian 

fairs. 

_ Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 
tion of citizens of La Crosse county, Wisconsin, 
praying the establishment of a mail route from La 
Crosse to Black River Falls, in that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. GWIN presented the petition of Santiago 
E. Arguello, a captain in the California battalion, 


praying compensation for losses sustained during | 


the late war with Mexico; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. . 


; ee CORSERESONAL ‘GLOBE. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Joseph W. Edwards, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Commuttee on Pen 
sions. 


On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of citizens of Baltimore, on 
the files of the Senate, relating to the establishment of a line 
of mail steamers between the ports of Baitimore and Nor 
folk and England, be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. P., it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of William Blackiston and 
others, citizens of Maryland, in relation to the establish- 
ment of aline of mail steamers between the ports of Balti 
more and Norfolk and England, be referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. DAWSON, it was 
_ Ordered, That the petition of Willard Boynton, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the representative of 
William Russwurm, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it tras 

Ordered, ‘That the petition of William Roberts, and the 
documents relating to the claim of Rhoda Frisbie, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen 


sions. 
} 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice that he should | 
ask leave to introduce a bill to grant the right of 
way and a portion of the public lands in the State 
of Arkansas, to aid in the construction of certain 
railroads therein. 
Mr. DAWSON gave notice that he should ask 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the payment 


| to the State of Georgia of moneys expended and 
| losses sustained, in horses and equipments, by the 


volunteers of the State militia, while engaged in 
the suppression of Indian hostilities, 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of the heirs of Joseph Watson, reported a bill for 
the relief of the representatives of Joseph Watson, 
deceased; which was read, and passed to the sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, reported from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills that they had presented 
to the President of the United States the joint reso- 
lution providing for the printing of additional 
copies of the Journals and public documents. 


; THE HOLIDAYS. 
On the motion of Mr. ATCHISON, it was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it will adjourn 
to meet again on Friday next. 
MILITARY ROADS IN IOWA. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, submitted the following 
resotution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairg be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of constructing a 
military road from Dubuque, in the State of Lowa, to Fort 
Dodge, in said State. 

Mr. JONES also submitted the following reso- 
lutions; which were considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate such information as may be on file 
in the War Department relative to the construction of a 
military road from Fort Dodge to Dubuque, in lowa; and 
that he inform the Senate what the cost has been for the 
transportation of the munitions of war, provisions, &c., 
used at said fort, from the usual place of deposit upon the 
Mississippi river. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be also directed to 
communicate to the Senate a plan and estimate for the 
construction of a military road from Dubuque to Fort 
Dodge, and the amount necessary to pay for the survey and 
estimates for such road. 

GEOLOGY OF IOWA, WISCONSIN, AND MIN- 
NESOTA. 

The following resolution, submitted by the Sen- 
ator from Lowa, [Mr. Dopee,} came up in order 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That five thousand five hundred copies of the 
report of Dr. D. D. Owen, on the geology of lowa, Wiscon 
sin, and the Territory of Minnesota, together with the maps, 
illustrations, &c., be printed; and that five hundred copies 
be delivered to the Commissioner of the General Land ©! 


fice, two hundred copies to Dr. Owen, and three hundred 
copies to the Smithsonian Institution. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. That resolution was 
| passed over the other day at my inStance, and Iam 


|| so very hoarse now that | do not know that I can || have to dispose of it to other and different persons 
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speak upon the subject at all; but I want to make a 
suggestion to my friend from Iowa, {Mr. Doves. } 
I perceive, from the wording of the resolution, that 
the printing is to be done in the quarto form. All 
the printing that has been done heretofore has 
been done in the octavo form. By departing from 
the mode of doing the priming, uf lam correcily 
informed, you will leave the printer at liberty to 
make his own charges, without any regard to the 
past action of Congress on that subject. This 
proposal seems to me to be a de narture from the 
mode which we have heretofore adapted in relation 
to printing. If we pursue it we shall order a thing 
to be done in a new mode, and there will be noth- 
ing to govern us in fixing the compensation. | 
think‘»ur past experience ought to have shown us 
that this mode is not the right one. I desire that 
this matter shall be referred to the Committee on 
Printing. According to my experience on subjects 
of this sort, there will be a great many plates, «i 
agrams, and engravings. I recollect having looked 
into the subject a year ortwo ago, and the amount 
paid for engravings in a report from the Patent 
Office was such as to astonish me. | believe it 


amounted to some thirty or forty thousand dollars 
for a single volume. 

If we adopt a resolution of this sort, changin 
the form in avhith the printing is to be done with 
out knowing anything of the number of diagrams 
or plates which it may be necessary to print, we 
shall do it in ignorance of the amount of the cost 
I therefore think it would be prudeut—and I make 
that motion—to refer this matter to the Commit- 
tee on Printing, that that committee may make 
an investigation of the whole subject. n 

Mr. DODGE, of towa. I do not object to the 
reference of this resolution to the Committee on 
Printing, though the number stated is precisely 
that which was ordered to be published of Foster 
& Whitney's report. This document was ordered 
to be published at the Executive session.of the 
Senate, commencing the 4th of March, 1851, by 
a resolution which I offered at that time. But as 
it is proposed to publish it in a new form, and as 
I am anxious that it shall be published in that 
form, (that being the form recommended by Dr. 
Owen,) and as the Senator from Kentueky has 
made some observations in referenc® to the mat- 
ter, | hope the resolution will be referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
refer, and it was agreed to. 

PRINTING OF THE CENSUS RETURNS. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Baieur, 

was taken up for consideration: 

Be it resolved, &c., That the Joint Committee on Printing 

be directed to contract with Donelson & Armstrong for 


printing the Census returns, upon such terms as they may 
deem reasonable 

Mr. SMITH. As this is asubject of very con- 
siderable importance, and as it will involve an ap- 
propriation to the amount of several hundred 
thousand dollars, [ should be very sorry to have 
it brought under consideration, and receive its dis- 


position at our hands while the Senate is as thin 
as it is at the present time. I have no disposition 


to throw any obstacle in the way of the consider 
ation of this question; but I desire to take the 
opinion of the Senate— of the entire body—upon 
it. There is very little more than a quorum now 
present: and I would suggest to my friend from 
Indiana, that the eonsideration of the resolution 
had better be postponed until after the holidays, 
and at an early day next week I will be prepared 
to submit to the Sen ite such suggestions as I may 
deem proper. I therefore move that the subject 
be postponed until Monday next, when I w ill be 
prepared to have it taken up, and disposed of at 
as early a day as possible. 

Mr. BRIGHT. [It will be recollected that this 
resolution has been the standing order of the body 
for the last ten days. I refused to calb it up on 
one occasion, when the honorable Senator from 
Connecticut objected. He alleged that he would 
be ready, on the morning following, with an 
amendment. ‘There is an urgent necessity for 
acting on this subject. A part of the returns of 
the census are ready for delivery, and ought to be 
in the hands of the printer. I dislike to press it 
if the honorable Senator objects; but I can see no 
good reason for delay in the matter. The public 
contract which we have for the printing of this 
body does not cover this class of printing, aud we 
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than those holding the contract, The joint reso- | 
lution provides that the Committee on Printing 
shal! contract with the gentlemen named in it, who 
are prepared to go on with the printing, at fair 
prices. I can see no objection to the resolution, 
and I hope it may be the pleasure of the Senate to | 
take it up end act upon it now. 

Mr. SMITH. I have already said to the Sen- 
ate that we have very little more than a quorum 
present. There are only some thirty-four or thirty- 
five Senators here, aid it is exceedingly doubtful 
whether there will be a quorum in the Chamber if 
we undertake to go into the discussion of this 
resolution. I have some suggestions tc make to 
the Senate in opposition to its passage, and I hope 
to be able to satisfy the honorable Senator. from 
Indiana that there are very serious objections to 
its adoption; but lam unwilling to address myself 
to only about one half the Senate. I believe it is 
very unusual to take up questions of this import- 
ance, involving the expenditure of some three or 
four hundred thousand dollars, if not half a mil- 
lion, when there is but little over one half the Sen- 
ate present, to make a disposition—a final dispo- 
sition—of them, so far as we are concerned. I 
wish to say nothing at present in regard to the 
character of the resolution; but it is a proposition 
to reverse what has been the pa@licy of the two 
Houses of Congress during the last five or six 
years. Some four or five years ago we determined 
that the public printing should be divorced from 
the political presses of this city. It is now pro- 
posed to reéstablish the connection which formerly 
existed. If it shall be the purpose of the Senate 
to reéstablish that connection in the manner pro- 
posed by my honorable friend from Indiana—if 
that be the real judgment and opinion of the body 
—lI for one shall not complain; because I have no 
objection whatever to the respectable and worth 
gentlemen named in the resolution. But I wish 
the opinion of the entire Senate upon the subject. 
{ am unwilling to be called upon to address the 
Senate on a subject of so much importance when 
there is barely a quorum present. I therefore 
feel it my duty to persist in the motion to post- 
pone its consideration. I certainly do not de- 
sire any delay. I have come for three or four 
mornings im succession prepared to address the 
Senate on the resolution. But I trust those gen- 
tlemen who constitute the majority in this body 
will be willing to postpone the question until we 
have the Senate m its usual condition, with some- 
thing more than a bare quorum. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I understand the honorable 
Senator from Connecticut to remark that some four 
or five years since, this body proposed to divorce 
the printing from the public press of this city. 
The proposition was made and acted upon, and I 
ask him, and every other Senator, what has been 
the result? What has the sequel proved? That 
we have either not had the printing done at all, or 
done in a manner unfit to be put in our archives. 
The work proposed to be done by this resolution 
is important, containing statistics to which we shall 
want to refer in all time to come; and to print it | 
upon paper of the character used under the con- 
tract system, and to have it done in the manner in 
which itis now done will render it valueless. This 
resolution is framed with reference to giving the | 
work to responsible persons—persons who are | 
ready to commence it, and to execute it, as the 
Committee on Printing may require. It is not an 
appropriation of money. The honorable Senator 
says that it will involve an expenditure of thou- 
sands of dollars. It is true that money will be ex- 
pended, but it is to be expended under the direction | 
of our committee, and one of them is a gentleman | 
practically acquainted with the subject. The Cen- 
sus returng are soon to be presented, and hence I 
find an apology for pressing the matter now. I 
am willing to hear the Senator from Connecticut 
at this time, and I presume the body generally are 
ready to hear him. 

Mr. PRATT. In my judgment we have not 
the necessary information to enable us to act upon | 
this resolution. I notice that the Secretary of 
the Interior, speaking upon this subject in his re- | 
port, says: 


«« With the view of enabling Congress to form a just esti- 
mate of the importance and varied character of the inform- | 
ation derived from the late census, and of the admirable 
arrangement of the tables, the Superintendent has, with 
my sanction, caused the returns of Maryland to be printed | 
for the use of the members of the two Houses. That State |; 
was selected, because, from its central position, and the| 


character of its population, soil, productions, and int 
pursuits, its census presented the best illustration of the ex- 
tent and practical utility of the information which has been 
gained. ‘ : 

** Another object was to furnish a specimen of the style in 
which, according to my judgment, it ought to bespublished. 
Such a specimen will be of great value in contracting for 
the publication of the entire work by furnishing a standard 
by which the contractor will be governed in regard to the 
paper, printing, and general style of execution.”’ 

I have seen a part of the proof-sheets of the 
publication which the Secretary of the Interior 
says he has caused to be prepared; but it has not 
been laid upon our tables; and | think the Senate 
should be informed of the extent of the printing, 
for which they are about to contract, before they 
authorize it to be done. The census of Mary- 


land, which the Secretary proposes to exhipit to 


industrial 


| 


| whom the contract was made to print it; 
| with the contract under this resolution; an 


| the suspension has not been caused b 
| sition contained in the resolution. 


| tention of the Senate to this point: 


| 


the members of both Houses, contains a short || 


history of the State, and of each county in the 
State, the period at which it was settled, by whom 
it was settled, and a great deal of information of 
this kind. 
upon such a basis, they will take up some twenty 
or thirty volumes as large as the Se 
History which is being published, some of which 
are in the archives of the Government, and involve 


If the whole Census returns are printed | 


| we should see that it is a work of such a charac 
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Secretary speaks. I should like to be infoemmed 
it has been suspended, why it has. We we 
that information. I should like to know with 


; whether 
connected 
d whether 
the propo- 


I desire al] ¢ 
; : ‘ this 
information before I vote upon the subject. . 


But my great object in rising was to ask the ai. 
q , If‘the work ig 
to be*published in the manner proposed by the 
Secretary of the Interior, we should examine oe 


the printer under that contract is to be 


ler 


as would do credit to the country before we orde; 


its publication. If it is to consist of the mere tab. 
ular statement of the census, as the last was I 
=? 


| should have no objection to any mode of publica. 
| tion which might be required. But if it is to be 
| published { this extended form, according to the 


| be published if this resolution passes, I say 


| upon it. 


: S : ote | 
the expenditure, I suppose, of half a million of || 


dollars. 

A Senator. Yes, more. 

Mr. PRATT. Yes, or more. I do not know 
what the amount is to be; but ought we not to 
know what it is to involve before we direct the 
printing? If we publish a work of this character, 
ought we not to see the work itself, and form some 
judgment of its utility, before we direct the com- 
mittee to contract for its printing? What is the 
resolution? ‘* That the joint Committee on Print- 
‘ing be directed to contract with Donelson & 
‘ Armstrong for printing the census returns, upon 
‘such terms as they may deem reasonable.’” What 
is to be printed? If it isto bea history of each 
one of the United States, and of each county in 


| those States, giving the population of each, the 


period at which, and by whom, it was settled—if 
it is to be such a work as has been prepared in 
reference to Maryland, surely each Senator ought 
to examine it before we vote to have it published. 
If it is sufficiently valuable to be printed in this 


form, it should be done in the best manner, regard- || 


less of the cost. Butfor one | desire to see the 
work—to see the sample which the Secretary of the 


Interior says he is preparing to exhibit to us, 


which is now being printed, and which will be laid 
upon our tables. I desire that it shall be laid there, 
so that each Senator may examine it and know 
what it is. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
ask a question? I would inquireif the printing to 
whieh he has alluded has not been suspended? I 
have been informed, and I deem the information to 
be reliable, that from some cause the printing has 
been suspended, and that nothing is now being 
donein regard to the matter. 

Mr. MANGUM. Perhaps I can answer that 
questidn. I had an interview with the head of the 
Census Bureau, and he informed me that this work 
was in progress now, and would soon be com- 


Will the Senator allow me to 


pleted, and that it was impossible to form a just | 


estimate of what expenditure would be required 
until that work should -be laid before the Senate. 
I have no sort of objection to the gentlemen men- 


the duties as well as any others I have no doubt: 
I have no choice in that respect. But I do think 
before we embark in so large an expenditure, we 
ought to know something about it. I hope the 
Senator from Indiana will not press the immediate 
consideration of this resolution, in the absence of 


' tioned in the resolution. They would perform | 


such information as would let us know what we | 


are about to do. It has been said that half a mil- 
lion of dollars will be required. 


Sir, it will in all | 


probability be three half millions—certainly nearer | 


that amount than half a million. 
not take a leap in the dark. 
ation of the resolution will not be pressed upon the 


I hope we shall | 
I hope the consider- | 


body when there is scarcely a quorum present: | 


At all events, before I give a vote affirmatively 
upon any proposition of this sort, I desire to know 


the probable amount of the expenditure, and this | 
can be ascertained only when we have the work | 


alluded to on our tables. 

Mr. PRATT. 
had been suspended. 
menced, and I save seen some twelve or fifteen 


I did not know that the work | 
I knew it had been com- | 


proof-sheets of the Maryland census of which the | 


Senators from Maryland and North Carolina jus- 


| through the committee. 


view of the Secretary of the Interior, and as it will 

, : : we 
have not sufficient information in regard to the 
character of the work to vote understandin 


GWIN. 


gly 


Mr. I think the arguments of ¢} 


re 
tify us in passing this resolution now. If we get 
the information of which they speak, it must be 
What does this resoly. 


| tion propose to direct the committee to do? To 


| print the census. 


If they find it necessary to give 


| this historical account of each State, they will 
|| come to the two Houses of Cofigress for instruc. 


tions. This resolution simply provides for the pub- 


| lication of the census. 


| is not wanted ? 


Mr. BADGER. What for? The census. 
Mr. GWIN. What is the census taken for, if it 
Why was it taken, if not to make 


| a portion of the permanent archives of the coun- 


| try? 
from North Carolina [Mr. Maneum] says that it 
| will cost several half millions of dollars. 
| like to know if the postponement of it will make 
| it cost any less. 
| us do it at once. 


| barrass the Senate. 


| House of Representatives for it. 
| act on the subject, so that the printing may pro- 


| 1 feel confident that they have not. 





I want it printed at once. The Senator 


I should 


If we are going to print it, let 
Whether we print it under the 
cormtract, or give it to different individuals, let us 
do it at once. I think that the very information 


| these gentlemen wish will come more properly 


through the committee than any other way. [f 
the committee want additional power, or additional 
instruction, let them come to the Senate and 
We ought to 


gress. In regard to the specimens alluded to by 


| the Senator from Maryland, he seemed to inti- 
| mate that they were probably printed in the office 


of the gentleman mentioned in the resolution. 
Mr. PRATT. I did not say so. 

* Mr.GWIN. I take it for granted that they 

have had no agency in the suspension of the work. 

The object of 

the Senate should be to have this work printed, 


| and an appropriation should be made at once. 


We have another special order for next Monday. 
If we postpone this resolution to that day, it may 
lead to its being put off from time to time. It 
seems to me that its postponement will only em- 
I think we had better take it 
ass it, or amend it, now. 

RATT. I have been very singularly un- 


up and 
Mr. 


| fortunate, if the —enee which T intended to 
/make has proved t 


e exact contrary of that for 
which I used it. What is this resolution? Is it 
that this committee shall inquire in reference to 
what is to be done, and what is to be published? 
Does it give to the committee the power to inquire? 
On thecontrary it takes from the committee that 
power, and directs them to contract for the print- 
ing of the census, which the Secretary of the In- 


| terior has prepared. That book, that census, that 


which he has reported to the Senate as having been 
prepared as the census, is what this committee is 
directed to print. They have, under this resolu- 
tion, no power to inquire. They are not instructed 
to inquire. The sole power proposed to be con- 
ferred by this resolution is to contract for the 
pavers of that paper, which has been prepared 

y the officers of the Government as the returns of 


the Seventh Census. I apprehend, then, that ! 
was not Tneae the argument which I made. 


Mr. BADGER. The Senater from California 
seems to have fallen into a mistake—an evident 
mistake—as to the nature of the joint resolution 
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1951. 
which it is proposed we shall pass. He seems to | 
suppose that we are merely to refer this subject to || 
4 joint committee of the two Houses; that that } 
committee is to take some preliminary steps; and 
that, after the joint resolution passes, we are to | 
have some control.over the subject. But the effect | 
of it is to put the committee in the place of Con- | 
eres as to the disposition of this printing. They 
are to make the contract; they are to make no re- 
nort to us; they are to get no further directions 
fom us; their contract is not ta be sanctioned by 
ys. When made by them, it is a contract of the 
Government. The Senator said that the census 
returns ought to be published; that they are 
wanted—that they are needed. I asked the Sen- 
ator for what?) What we are now considering is 
a mere question of time. Everybody admits that 
they ought to be published; but I desire to know | 
where is the necessity ¢ What public -purpose is 
to be served by having them printed now? What 
public injury will be sustained by delaying the 
nublication a week? ‘That is all that is asked. It 
is impossible to assign any reason why there 
should be such hot haste in the publication. 
Surely, they ought to be published; and that in a | 
reasonable time. But they ought to be published 
in such a manner as to do credit to the country, so 
as to perpetuate in the best manner the materials 
contained in the returns. But they ought to be | 
wblished with some reasonable care, that there 
shall be no unnecessary expenditure; and particu- 
larly in passing this joint resolution for the pub- | 
lication of the census returns, we should, as has 
been suggested by my friend from Maryland, [Mr, 
Prart,] not turn the Superintendent of the Cen- 
sus Bureau into a historiographer, and biographer 
of the United States, and of all the counties in the 
Siates thereof—for I presume that this must con- 
tain information as to ‘* the first families’’ in those 
parts of the United States where they are so fortu- 
nate as to have first families. I think we have a 
right to have sonte little time to inquire into this | 
matter. 

But again, Mr. President, I ask you, if such a 
thing has ever been known since you have served 
in the Senate—certainly it never has to my knowl- 
edee since | have been here—of a measure of con- 
siderable importance, involving the expenditure of. 
money to the amount, as some gentlemen say, of 
a million and a half of dollars, being hurried 
through this body during, the Christmas holidays? 
Again, the Senator from Connecticut says he de- 
sires to be heard upon the subject of the resolution. 
He gives his reasons why; though ready himself, 
he has not had an opportunity heretofore of being 
heard. He wishes to be heard by a full Senate, 
and not by a body consisting of little more than a 
constitutional quorum, and he asks the indulgence 
of the Senate for the postponement of this subject 
until the day following our next meeting. 1 ask 
you, sir, if, in your experience of the proceedings 
of this body, such a request at this season was 
ever denied to any Senator? This resolution is an 
important oye besides and beyond the amount of 
public meney which it is proposed to expend. I 
confess, that to me the amount of the expenditure 
is not the primary consideration. If this work be 
published, I wish it to be published well; I wish 
those who print it to be well paid for their work. | 
But this involves another question—namely, as to 
our diverting from, and ultimately subverting, the 
system which has prevailed here of printing by 
contract, 

I agree with the Senator from Indiana [Mr. | 
Baicur] entirely in regard to the contract system. | 
lam opposed to it. I have been willing for years | 
to vote for a law or joint resolution to abolish it. | 
Our experience in this body, as well as that of | 
the other House, has shown that under it we get 
documehts wretchedly published upon bad Peper, 
with worse printing and still worse binding. For 
one, 1 am tired and sick of it. The publications 
are disgraceful to the body that has them pub- 
lished; and the probability is, that in most of them, | 
in a few years, the ink will have destroyed the | 
miserable substitute for paper, and leave them | 
illegible. My mind has 


in regard to it. 
1 should be glad to see a provision appended to it 
for repealing the joint resolution or law under 


which the contract system exists. But if the 


Senator from Indiana considers for a moment, he 
will see that in order to have an expression of 


een made up on that || 
subject, and I agree with the Senator from Indiana || 
When this resolution comes up, 1 
| 
| 
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opinion which will be at all available, we should i 
get it from a full Senate. I am not at all opposed 
to the printing of these census returns. I wish it 
to be done by competent persons, and I wish them 
to be well paid. I have no sympathy with that 
wretched policy which endeavors to save money 
to the Government by inducing people to come 
forward,and by competition make bids at ruinous 


| rates, and either lose money or resort to the trick 


of foisting upon the public worthless and badly 
executed documents. I think it is unbecoming 
for us to obtain from any man his time and ser- 
vices for anything less than a fair equivalent, But 
at the same time I would suggest that this resolu- 
tion should not be pressed at this time, if for no 
other reason, according to the usages of the body. 
The suggestion of the Senator from Connecticut, 
and the reasons he has assigned why he has not 
heretofore had an opportunity of being heard, 
ought to induce us to let this measure go over 
until our next sitting day. If the publication is 
delayed for ten days it will answer all the pur- 
poses for which it is intended, 

Mr. GWIN. TheSenator from North Caro- 
lina (Mr. Banger] speaks of * hot haste.’’ Is it 
not known to every Senator that this subject was 
brought to our attention near a year ago by the 
President or by the head of one of the Depart- 
ments? Is it not known that it was pressed then, 
and that we should have acted on it then? Has 
not this resolution been before us almost from the 
commencement of this Congress? I do not think 
there has been any ‘hot haste’ about it. The 
question presented is, whether we shall take this 
up and act upon it. If it is taken up now,as long 
as itis before the Senate it will postpone other 
special orders. The object which I have in view 
is to press the business of the Senate. I am not 
anxious to press the consideration of this resolu- 
tiom now, because there is a thin Senate; but I 
want it taken up, so that if it is not settled to-day, 
it may come up from day to day as unfinished 
business until it is settled. 

Mr. BADGER. I think the Senator from Cali- 
fornia did not distinctly understand the Senator 
from Connecticut, [Mr. Smirn.) He said that in 
consequence of a cold he was not able to address 
the Senate to-day. 

Mr. GWIN. I certainly did not hear that. 
But all that I have to say is, that | want this rese- 
lution taken up for consideration, so that it may 


| be taken up as unfinished business at the next 


meeting of the Senate. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I certainly did not understand 
the honorable Senator from Connecticut as object- 
ng to the consideration of the resolution on the 
ground of his inability to address the Senate to- 
day. I should not have pressed this matter, if I 
had so understood him. 

Mr. BADGER. I understand that my state- 
ment was a mistake. It was the Senator from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoop,] and not the Sena- 

| tor from Connecticut, who pleaded indisposition. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am not disposed to press the 
consideration of this subject on a thin Senate. I 
do not desire this resolution to pass unless it has 
merit, and unless it ought to pass. I introduced 
it at an early day of the session, believing that it 
was important that the work should be entered 
upon. It will be a very voluminous work. It 
will require time; and it will require the expend- 
iture of a large sum of money, but nothing like 
the sum named by the honorable Senator from 
Maryland, [Mr. Prarr,] and the honorable Sen- 
ator from North Carolina, [Mr. Maneum.} The 
cost of the printing of the last-census amounted to 
less than $200,000, and I feel authorized to say, on 
inquiry which I have made, that the cost of this 
printing will amount to less than $300,000. 

The honorable Senator from Maryland inquires 
what it is we are to print. He thinks the gentle- 
man who has charge of this subject ought to lay 
on our tables the forms of the returns. I under- 
stood him to say that there is a great deal of his- 
torical matter connected with the census returns 
which will be placed before us to be printed. The 
answer to his mqaey is to be tbe in the law of 
the last Congress. We are to print the enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of the United States and 
| such statistics as shall be reported by the com- 
| mittee appointed by this body to prepare the work. 
| If the Census Bureau has collected historical mat- 
| ter relating to Maryland and other States of the 
Union not contemplated by the law, we clearly are 
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not authorized to print it. This resolation merely 
directs the Joint Committee on Printing, who are 
presumed to know all about this subject, to con- 
tract at fair priees with the individuals named in 
the resolution fer printing just such matter as Con- 
gress declared in express terms should be pre- 
pared—nothing more and nashing less. Hence there 
is no force in the argument that we should delay 
the consideration of the subject for the purpose of 
enabling this bureau to lay before us all the matter 
which they havercollected. [am willing, how- 
ever, that the resolution should lie over to next 
Monday. 

After a brief conversation as to the proper course 
to pursue, the joint resolution was made the spe 
cial order for Tuesday week, the 6th January, at 
half past twelve o’clock. : 





* 
RECEPTION OF KOSSUTH. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by M. P. Firimone, Esq., hie 
Private Secretary: 

Mr. Presipentr: I am directed by the President of the 
United States to inform the Senate that he has approved 
and signed the joint resolution of the two Houses of Con 


gress entided “A resolution of weleome to Louis Kos 
suth.*’ 


On the motion of Mr. SHIELDS, the President 
pro tem. was authorized to supply the vacaney 
occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Foor in 
the special committee appointed under a Fesolu- 
tion of the Senate, to wait upon Louis Kossuth 
on his arrival at the capital, and introduce him to 
the Senate of the United States. 

The PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Cass. 

The committee, therefore, consists of Mesers. 
Suieips, Sewarp, and Cass. 

Mr. SHIELDS subsequently rose, and made 
the following report from the special committee: 


The special committee appointed to wait upon Louis 
Kossuth on his arrival at the capital, and intreduce him 
to the Senate of the United States, have had the same 
under consideration, and recommend that the same pro 
ceedings be pursued as in the case of General Lafayette, to 
wit: That the chairman of the committee introduce him 
in these words: ** We present Louis Kossuth to the Senate 
of the United States.’’ Upon which the Senators are recom 
mended to rise, and the President will invite him to be 
seated. JAMES SHIELDS, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 
LEWIS CASS. 

The PRESIDENT stated the question to be on 
the adoption of the report. 

The report was adopted. 


| DESTRUCTION OF THE CONGRESS LIBRARY. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a letter from John S. Meehan, Librarian 
to Congress, communicating information of the de- 
struction by fire, on the 24th instant, of the books, 
paintings, statuary, medals, and other property of 
the Government, in the principal saloon of the 
Library of Congress; which was read, as follows: 

Lrprary or Coneress, December 25, 1851. 

Sir: Itis my very painful duty to communicate to Con 
gress the destruction of the books, paintings, statuary, 
medals, and other property of the principal Saloon of their 
Library, yesterday morning, by fire that originated in the 
room, in a manner to me altogether unaccountable, as no 
fires have been used in itfora long time, and no candles, 
lamps, or other lights, have ever been used in it during the 
whole time that it has been under my charge. 

I have not been able to ascertain the precise number of 
the books that were destroyed, but believe that it may be 
estimated at about thirty-five thousand. 

It is truly gratifying to have it in my power to add, that 
about twenty thousand volumes of books that were in the 
Law Room, and in the two rooms adjoining the Saloon of 
the Library, are safe. Many of these books belonged Ww the 
library of the late President Jefferson, that was purchased 
by Congress in the year 1815. 

“They constitute the several chapters in the Catalogue of 
the Library, agreeably to Mr. Jeflerson’s claasification, un 
der the following beads: Ancient History ; American His 
tory ; Eeclesiastical History ; Chemistry; Mineralogy and 
Conchology ; Moral Philosophy ; Law of Nature and Na- 
tions ; the five chapters composing the law department of 
the Library ; Religion ; Politics, (including the science of 
Legislation, Political Economy, Commerce, Banking Sta 
tistics, &c.,) part of the chapter on Architecture, and the 
entire chapteron Music ; Dialogue and Epistolary ; Logic ; 
Rhetoric and Orations, and the Theory of Criticism. 

I sincerely hope that the searching investigation Con 
gress will give to the distressing event, which every lover 
of science and literature must deeply deplore, will lead to 
a detection of the causes that preduced it, and to the adop 
tion of means that will prevent, in all future time, a recur- 
rence of the sad calamity. 

With the most respectful regard, I have the honor to be, 
your obedient servant, 

; JOUN 8. MEEHAN, Librarian. 

To the Hon. W. R. Kixe, 

President of the Senate, U. 8S. Congress. 


A message was received from the Heuse of Rep- 
| resentatives by Mr. Forney, their Clerk: 
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Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives have 
passed a joint resolution authorizing an inquiry into the 
ofigin of the late fire, by which the Congressional Library 
was destroyed. Also # bill making appropriation to meet 
the expenses incurred in consequence of the Jate fire at the 
Capitol; in which resolution and biil they réquest the coa 
currence of the Menate. 


The resolution was fead a first and second time, 
aus follows: e 


Joint Resolution authorizing an inquiry into the origin of 
the late fire, by whieh the Congressional Library was 
destroyed. 

Resolved, That the Joint Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds be instructed to inquire into the origin of the 
tire by which the Congressional Library was consumed, on 
the 24th instant, and whether the same occurred from the 
negligence of any officer of Government, or person in 
the employment of either or both Houses of Congress, or 
from the defective construction of the furnaces or flues, or 
was the act of an incendiary; and also the extent of injury 
to the b@Ading, and the best mode of reconstructing the 
Library Room, so as to afford perfect security in the future 
against the like disaster, and report the facts to the House. 
The said committee shall have power to send for and ex 
amine, on oath, such persons as may have information 
touching the premises, 

Mr. BADGER. 1 move to refer that resolution 
to the Committee on Public Buildings. 

The resolution was so referred, 

The bill was 


follows: 


read the first and second time, as 


An Act inaking an appropriation to meet the expense in- 
curred in consequence of the late fire at the Capitol. 

Be itynacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the sum of five thousand dollars be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to be expended, orso much thereof 
as may be necessary, under the direction of the Commis 
sioner of Publie Buildings, in discharge of expenses incurred 
in the extinguishment of the late fire in the Library Rooin, 
the removal of the rubbish, and the preservation of such 
books and other articles as may have been saved, and the 
construction of a tin roof for the preservation and protec 
tion of the public building now exposed. 


Mr. CASS. Ihave another section which I 
wish to add to the bill. It is a short section, sim- 
ply that the sum of (say ten thousand dollars) 
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T 


be appropriated to the purchase of a new library. 


The amendment is as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
be and the same is hereby appropriated for the purchase of 
books for the Library of Congress, to be expended under the 
direction of the Joint Committee on the Library. 

On the motion of Mr. BADGER, the bill and 
amendment were referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


dollars | 


Mr. WHITCOMB, from the Committee on | 


Public Buildings, to whom was referred the reso- 
lution authorizing an inquiry into the origin of the 
late fire, by which the Congressional Library was 
destroyed, reported it without amendment. 


On the motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate 


proceeded to consider the said resolution as in 
Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. CASS. I regret that the resolution does 


not contam any provision about constructing the | 


wings of the Capitol so as to render them inde- 
structible. Our public buildings are constructed 
in a shameful manner. I wish to have an amend- 
ment inserted as to the construction of the wings, 


but I suppose that cannot be done without delay- | 


ing the investigation. 
postpone it, 


Iam therefore willing to || 


The resolution was reported to the Senate with- 


out amendment. 

Mr. BADGER. I wish to ask whethef if that 
joint resolution should pass in its present form, it 
would have to go to the President of the United 
States for his signature? 

The PRESIDENT. If the resolution shall be 
passed in its present shape, it will require the con- 
currence of the President. The usual mode is to 
pass a concurrent resolution—the House to ap- 
point a committee to act jointly with such com- 
mittee as may be appointed by the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. ‘That thought occurred to me. 


——_ ——$——— 


| . 
} measures it is proper to take to prevent the occurrence of a 
| similar accident hereafter. And the said committee be also 


| instructed to examine the proposed mode of construction of 


| the addition to the Capitol, and ascertain whether it is in- 

| tended to render the same fire-proof, and, if not, what 

| should be done to secure it, as far as possible, from the 
danger of fire. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be in- 
structed to examine and report what measures should be 
tuken immediately to procure such books as gray be most 
indispensable ; aud what plan it is best to adop® to procure 


a library, which, in its extent awd in the character of the | 
shall be sufficiently useful and honorable to the | 


works, 
country. 


The Senate tlten adjourned to Friday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 30, 1851. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Burier. 


The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- || 


proved. 


Mr. Gitmore, of Pennsylvania, appeared to day, | 
and, after taking the usual oath to support the Con- | 


stitution of the United States, took his seat. 
RECEPTION OF KOSSUTH. 

Mr, CARTTER. I move that the House re- 
| solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, with a view of proposing a 
resolution in the committee. Ihope the House 
will permit me, at least, to make a single remark. 
I wish to say that the friends of the resolution do 
| not contemplate any action of the committee or 
| the House towards opening this Hall to any ha- 


rangues, but simply to carry out quietly an act of 
| courtesy, the initiative of which the nation has | 


already taken. 
The resolution was then read, as follows: 
Resolved, ‘That acommittee of five be appointed by the 


Speaker, to wait upon Louis Kossuth, and introduce him 
to the House of Representatives. 


Mr. McMULLIN objected. 

Mr. CARTTER moved that the rules be sus- 
pended for the purpose, and on that motion de- 
| manded the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I would suggest, 
that if the motion of the gentleman from Ohio 
prevails, the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union cannot take up that resolution. 
They can entertain no subject but such as has 
been referred to it. 

The SPEAKER. 
before the House. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. MecMULLIN. 
| tion. : 
The question was put, whether there should be 
| a call, and determined in the negative. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Carrt- 
TER’s motion, and resulted—yeas 103, nays 49; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Allison, John Appleton, 
William Appleton, Babcock, Bartlett, Beale, Bissell, 
Bowie, Bowne, John H. Boyd, Brenton, Briggs, Buell, 
Busby, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, Chap- 
man, Chastain, Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, George 'T’. 
Davis, John G. Davis, Dean, Disney, Doty, Durkee, 
Eastman, Ficklin, Floyd, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmore, 
Gorman, Green, Grow, Hascall, Hendricks, 


That question is not now 
Is it in order to move a 


It is in order. 
Then I make such a mo- 





| John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, 
George G. King, Preston King, Kuhns, Letcher, Mace, 
| Mann, Edward C. Marshall, McDonald, Meacham, Miner, 
Molony, John Moore, Nabers, Newton, Olds, Peaslee, 
| Penniman, Perkins, Rantoul, Richardson, Riddle, Robie, 





|| Robinson, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Scudder, David L. Sey- 


It seems to me to be a very great outrage that we | 


should pass a resolution to inquire into a fire in 

our building in such a form that itcannot go into 

eifect without the signature of the President of the 

United States. The resolution ought to be amend- 

ed. 

move to lay it on the table for the present. 
The motion was agreed to. 


for consideration: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, jointly with 
such committee as may be appointed on the part of the 
House of Representatives, to inquire into and report the | 
cause of the recent fire in the Capitol; and also, what | 


It should not pass in its present form. [ || 


| mour, Origen S. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Snow, Benja- 
| min Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
| Stratton, Stuart, Sutherland, Sweetser, George W.'Thomp- 
| son, Thurston, Townshend, Tuck, Walbridge, Walsh, 
| Ward, Washburn, Welch, Addison White, Wiidrick, and 
| Yates—103. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Ashe, Averett, 
| Barrere, Thomas UH. Bayly, Bocock, Bragg, A. G. Brown, 
E. C. Cabell, Caldwell, Churchwell, Glark, Cullom, 
| Dockery, Edmundson, Ewing, Fitch, Goodenow, Hall, 
Hamilton, Harper, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Haven, Hebard, Henn, Hillyer, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, 
James Johnson, George W. Jones, Humphrey Marshall, 
Martin, McMullin, Miilson, Morehead, Murphy, Orr, Pow- 
| ell, Savage, Scurry, Smith, Stanly, Taylor, Venable, Wal- 
ace, Watkins, and Williams—49. 


So the rules were suspended, and the House 


‘ASS aul 7 . : || resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on 
Mr. CASS submitted the following resolutions || the state of the Union, (Mr. Jones, of Tennes- 


| see, in the chair.) 


| 


Mr. CARTTER. I move that the committee 
take up the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk; and T ask that it may be reported. 


NAL GLOBE. 


| motion? 
| man’s motion? 


|a resolution which I sent to the Clerk’s t; 


| business shall be taken up in the order in w) 





| Horsford, | 
| John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, Ingersoll, Ives, || . 
| as business, and Ia 





: ; . 88 iN order 
is the resolutions proposing to refer the President's 


message to the appropriate committees, 


Mr. CARTTER. Did the Chair hear 
The CHAIRMAN. 


thy 


Ntle. 


What -was the ge 


Mr. CARTTER. My motion was to take up 


ble fi» 
the consideration of the committee as its first hed 
ness. 

The CHAIRMAN. Therulerequires that . 
it stands on the calendar. _ 

Mr.CARTTER. I move, then, to lay asi 
other business, and take up my resolution, 

The CHAIRMAN. The dirst business js the 
resolutions referring the President’s message, 

Mr. CARTTER. One of the subjects referreg 
to in the President’s message is the subject ofmy 
resolution. I move to take up that subject in the 
form of my resolution, and act upon it. 

The CHAIRMAN. That metion is not jy 
order. 

Mr. CARTTER. Do I understand the Chai 


le all 


|| to decide that it is notin order to take up a subject 
| embraced in the President’s message which has 


been referred to this committee, and which is jm. 
bodied in the proposed resolution? 
The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order to make 


| that motion, as it is not the first business in order 
| upon the calendar. 


Mr. CARTTER. Well, then, I move to lay 


| aside the resolutions relating to the President's 
| message, with a view to take up my resolution, 


The question being taken, the motion was 
agreed to, and the resolutions were laid avide, 


~The CHAIRMAN stated the next business ip 


order to be the joint resolution authorizing the 


| Architect of the Capitol to continue in employment 
| the mechanics, laborers, and others employed upon 


the two wings thereof. 
Mr. CARTTER moved to lay that resolution 


| aside. 


Mr. WALSH. I hope that resolution will not 


| be laid aside, but will be acted upon at once. | 
| am perfectly willing todo every appropriate honor 
to Louis Kossuth, and to extend to him a hearty 


welcome; but [ think that our own people who ar 
suffering, are entitled to precedence. I hope, 


| therefore, that the motion will not prevail 


Mr. RICHARDSON demanded tellers; which 


| were ordered; and Messrs. Stanton, of Tennes- 


see, and CarTTER were appointed. 
The question was then taken, and there were— 


| ayes 85, noes 58. 


So the resolution was laid aside. 
Mr. CARTTER. I would now inqnire of the 


| Chairman, what orders have precedence of the 


resolution which I have submitted ? 


The CHAIRMAN. Nothing. The commit 


| tee has disposed of the business referred to it by 
| the House and now has nothing before it. 


Mr. CARTTER. I now move the resolution 
which I have sent to the Clerk’s-tdble, and ask 
that it may be reported. 

The C AIRMAN. 


It is not in order. The 


| committee has no business before it. 


Mr. CARTTER. ButI move this resolution 
gain call for its reading. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has informed 


the committee that, having disposed of the busi- 
| ness referred to it by the House, there is no busi- 
ness before it, and it is the opinion of the Char 


that the Committee of the Whole on the state ol 
the Union cannot originate business. 


Mr. CARTTER. I appeal from that decision, 


| and I ask that my resolution may be read, in order 
| that the committee may vote intelligibly on tha! 


appeal. ; 

Mr. FICKLIN. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair, if a resolution cannot as well be offered 
before the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, as before a standing committee 0! 
any other committee? 

Several Mempers. Certainly. 4 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has betore 
stated that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union has charge of, and jurisdiction 


| over, only such business as may have beef re 
| ferred to it by the House. 


In reference to the standing committees of the 
House, the Chair is aware that the rule is differ- 


ent. The rules of the House prescribe the duties 
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nd jurisdiction of each of the standing commit- 
anv 5 . . . . 
- «but do not prescribe the duty of this conmnit- 
Lee» 


The Chair, therefore, decides that this com- 


rr _ 


tee. 


mittee ean originate no business. From this 
decision the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Carrrer} 
appeals. 


Mr. 3A YLY, of Virginia. I would suggest 


another reason Why the decision just given by the | 
Chair is a correct one, besides the conclusive one 
which the Chair has given. | 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object, unless there is to 
be an opportunity granted for reply. — 

Mr. BAYLY. rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is out of | 
order. There is nothing before the committee ex- 
~ot the appeal from the decision of the Chair. 
“Mr. BA rLY. Well; I meant to debate that 
appea . : 


| 
Mr. CLINGMAN. [I object to its being de- 
ated. e . . 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides thatin | 


the present case the appeal is debatable, although 
the Chair is aware it 1s departing from the general 
rules which govern the committee. 

Mr. CARTTER. I appeal from the last de- 
cision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The appeal is not in order. 

Mr. BAYLY. I do not intend to detain the 
committee, but 1 do“intend to say that I think the 
decision of the Chair is clearly right. This reso- | 
lution proposes to raise a select committee. Now, | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union cannot raise such a committee. It is, of 
itself, only a committee. Such a committee as the 
resolution contemplates can only be raised by the 
House itself. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I must say that it seems 
to me the position taken by the gentleman from | 
Virginia my. Bay y] is a very singular one. It 
is true that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union cannot appoint a committee. 
This resolution, however, proposes no such thing. 
It proposes only to recommend to the House the | 
appointment of the committee. 

[A message was here received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, announcing that he had 
approved and signed a joint resolution providing 
for the printing of additional copies of the Jour- | 
nals a other documents. ] 

Mr. C. continued: I was about to say that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
can recommend to the House the passage of any 
resolution or bill which any other committee can 
recommend; and it can originate a resolution such 
as any other committee might originate—for the 
appointment of a committee, or for any particular 
purpose. We have repeatedly had recommenda- 
tions for the appointment of committees upon 
particular subjects, emanating from the standing | 
committees of this House. They report their rec- | 
ommendations to the House, but the House adopt | 
the resolutions and appoint the committees. If | 
the Committee of the Whole should pass this res- 
olution, it will not undertake to appoint the spe- | 
cial committee. The resolution, in the event of 
its passage, will be reported to the House; and if 
the House then adopt it, the Speaker will appoint | 
the commitsee. Its appointment will be the action | 
of the House, and not of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. -I think, there- 
fore, that the Chair will not hesitate to decide this 
question—if it be a matter of division—that the 
committee have the right to recommend this reso- 
tion to the House. This very subject (I mean | 
that of Kossuth) has been referred to this com- | 
mittee, among various others, in the President’s 
message, , We all know that it is the practice of 
this committee, when various subjects are re- 
ferred to it in the President’s message, to report 
upon one part of that message on one day, and | 
won another part on another day. We are not | 
obliged to make one report only upon that message. 

Z submit, therefore, that, as the President’s 
message is now before us, and as this subject is 
embraced in that message, we have the right to 
take this subject up, and report this resolution to 
the House. 

A Memuer. It is not before the committee. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I understood the Chairman 
to decide that it was before the committee. 

Mr. BAYLY. It has been laid aside. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then we can take it up 
again. I make this point, that as there is now no 
Usiness regularly before the committee, it is com- { 


r 


i ae submitted to.the committee. 
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ee - 


petent for us to take up any business which has || to Kossuth, in connection.with that part of the 


The fact that it 
has once been laid aside is no reason why we may 
not take it up again, 

A Memser. We have not laid aside the Pres- 
ident’s message; we have ouly laid aside one reso- 
lution connected with that message; it is in our 
power to take up any other resolution relating 
to it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. That was precisely my 
understanding. If the facts are as stated by the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayny,] we can 
take up the subject again; but if it is already be- 
fore the committee, why so much the better. 

Mr.GORMAN. I desire to say just one word. 
It seems to me that the practice of the House jus- 
tifies the introduction of this resolution. I under- 
stand that it has been the practice in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, on the prin- 
ciple of right, to report a résolution asking to be 
discharged from the further consideration of any 
subject. I understand the President’s message— 
at least, the general subjects contained im it—is 
still before the committee. If so, it seems to me 
that a resolution relating to it, but contemplating 
no action in*committee further than a report to the | 
House, can be originated here. It seems to-me 
it may be introduced (if 1 may be permitted to use 
the expression) by common right. As I under- 
stand it, this resolution, which the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Carrrer] proposes, is simply to 
refer the matter to the House. It is not to origin- 
ate any new business—it is not a subject of legis- | 
lative business to which it refers: it is a matter | 
entirely within the jurisdiction of the commitiee, 
totally irrespective of any legislative action. ‘That 
is my view of it. 

Mr. OLDS. It seems to me that we have fallen 
into error in not considering the condition which 
this committee is now in. According to parlia- 
mentary law, the Committee of the Whole can 
act only with reference to such matters as are re- 
ferred to it by the House; but the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union is not subject 
to such restrictions, because it has under consid- 
eration the state of the Union, and it is raised for 
the purpose of taking into consideration every- 
thing pertaining to the Union. And when you, 
Mr. Chairman, leave that chair, you are compelled 
to make a report to the Speaker different from that 
which you would make if you were chairman of 
the Committee of the Whole—not on the state of 
the Union. You are compelled to report that the 
Committee of the Whole have had under consid- 
eration the state of the Union generally, and spe- 
cially the subject upon which the committee had 
been engaged. Let me refer to precedent. If I 
recollect aright, during the last Congress a gentle- 
man from Wisconsin was allowed to introduce 
into the Committee of the Whole a bill to admit 
California into the Union, and he was sustained 
by the House. If you will go back and examine 
the practice of this House, you will find that -in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
some of the most important war measures have 
been originated, and have been reported from that 
committee to the House for its action. It is dif- 
ferent from the Committee of the Whole; it is the 
Committee of the Whole upon the state of the 
Union; and you have under consideration every- 
thing pertaining to the state of the Union; and 
therefore you can originate measures of this kind 
in it, and report them to the House for its action 
thereon. . 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Do | under- 
stand the gentleman to say that the Committee of 
the Whole upon the state of the Union have ori- 
ginated x, proposition ? 

Mr. OLDS. ‘I so understand it. Certain it is 
that during the last Congress the gentleman from 
Wisconsin introduced a bill into that committee 
for the admission of California into the Union. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That bill was introduced 
in connection with the President’s message. It 
was never reported to the House as an original 
proposition ; if it had been I undertake to say that 
it would never have been sustained by this House. 
There is not in the history of this country, a case 
in which the Committee of the W hole on the state 
of the Union originated any matter. They could 
not do it, and have no power to do it. The com- 
mittee has already laid aside the consideration of 
the President’s message. If that message were 
now under consideration, the resolution in rejation 





| message relating to him, would be in order. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I do not think 
there can be any difficulty in regard to this « 
tion. 


LueSs- 
It seems to be admitted on all sides that the 
President’s message is before the committee. This 
resolution is pertinent to that message, and is 
therefore in order. Nowy sir, the President's 
message is sull before the committee, and we can- 
not discharge ourselves from the consideration of 
it. We have not attempted to d 80. We have 
mereby laid aside the consideration of particular 
resolutions in reference to that message, for the 
express purpose, as understood by everybody, of 
taking up this very resolutic to Kos- 


is referred to in that 


nin refe rence 

suth—a subject whi mes- 
rw 7 

sage. he message 

and we can 

which 


sage. 


is still before the committee, 


L ' ‘ 
take ul this resolution, o1 


iny other 
is equ lly pertinent to the President’s mes 
That is what we propose to do. 
Mr.STEPHENS. That is not the 
all. I understand that the 
has been laid aside. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee Not at all® 


But if itehad been, we could takeit up again for the 


is per- 


q restion at 


> on y 
President’s message 


purpose of passing this resolution, which 
tinent. 

Mr. STEPHENS. When we take up the mes- 
sage, then this resolution will be in order. 

Mr. STANTON, of Fennessee. The Presi- 
dent’s message is still before the committee., This 
resolution is pertipent to it, and in taking it up, 
we take up that particular branch of the message, 
It is therefore perfectly in order, and in the hands 
of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The President’s message 
was first before the committee. The committee 
by “a vote laid the message aside, and itis not now 
under consideration. After all the 
the calendar was disposed of by the committee, a 
proposition was made by the rentleman from Ohie 
{[Mr. Carrrer] to introduce a resolution. The 
Chair decided that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union could originate no sub- 
ject within itself. It could only act upon such 
questions as had been referred to it by the House. 
F'rom that decision the gentleman from Ohio took 
an appeal. The Chair, for reasons first assigned, 
is still of opinion that the decision is correct; and 
for other reasons, he is confirmed in that opinion, 
and more strongly than before. By referring to 
the 134th rule, it will be found that it is provided 
that the rules of proceedings in the House shall be 
observed in a Committee of the Whole House, so 
far as they may be applicable —except the rule 
limiting the times of speaking—and no member 
shall speak twice to any question, until every mem 

spoken. Now 
one of the standing rules of this House is, that no 
member shall introduce a gesolution or make a 
proposition exe ept by unanimous consent, or when 
the States are called for resolutions. That rule, 
then, is appli able to the Committee of the Whol 
on the state of the Union. that this 


I 
olution had been offered to the House . and oOdyé cted 


business upon 


ber choosing to speak shall have 


Suppose res- 
made, under the 
rules, to suspend them for its admission, conse- 
quently it could not havé been introduced. A mo 
tion could only be made on Monday to susp: 
the rules, and this would be the only way, in the 
House, in which this resolution could be intro 
duced upon any other day than Monday, except 
by unanimous consent. _ 

i Mr. STUART. I wish to inquire of the Chair 
how his decision, that this appeal is debatable, 
can be sustained; it being an appeal founded upon 
the order of business? 

The CHAIRMAN. The 
this appeal was taken, that it was a new question, 
and for that reason he decide that it was 
debatable. The Chair is now perfectly clear that 
the decision appealed from 1s right. The Chair 
has no pride of opimon about it, and is perfectly 
willing that the committee should overrule it, and 


to: no motion could have been 


nd 


Chair stated, when 


would 


say what shall be done 

[Cries of ** Question !”’ ** Question !’”] 

Tellers were demanded and ordered, and Messrs, 
Venasce and Cartrrer were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 68, noes 80). 

So the decision of the Chair was overruled. 

Mr. CARTTER. I now offer the resolution, 
that a committee of five be appointed by the Chair 

| to wait upon Louis Kossuth, upon his arrival at 
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Representatives. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I rise to a question 
of order. The point | make is, that special com- 
mittees can only be appointed by the Speaker, 
unless the House order otherwise. This is a prop- 
osition to appoint a special committee by the 
chairman of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, I submit it cannot be done. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair is of opinion 


that the point of order raised by the gentleman 


from Virginia is well taken. 

Mr. CARTTER. I will modify it by inserting 
the word ‘* Speaker”’ in the place of the word 
** Chair.”’ 

Mr. FICKLIN. Change the phraseology so 
that it shall read that it be recommended to the 
Speaker to appoint a committee, &c. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I want to make asingle 
suggestion. I fully concur with the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] in the point of order 
raised by him. In my opinion there is fbut one 

eplan by which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Carrrer] can attain his object. It is by recom- 
mending to the House the passage of a resolution 
to authorize the raising of a committee. That is 
the only way in which it can be done. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I understand 
the object of this resolution is nothing more than 
a recommendation to the Speaker of the House. 
Every subject that comes before the House in the 
form ofa bill, which is passed upon in Commit- 
ee of the Whole, is merely passed as a recom- 
mendation to the House to pass it. So with this 
resolution. Before it passes the House it must 
first pass the committee. It is nothing more than 
a recommendation to the House. 

Mr. HALL moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. CARTTER. Is that motion subject to 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. I think not. 

[Cries of ** Tellers!’ ‘* Tellers!’’] 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CuLLom, and 
Kine of New York, were appointed. 

The question having been taken, the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 44, noes 85. 

So the motion that the committee rise was neg- | 
atived. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
in order now? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
before the committee. 
Mr. CARTTER. 

now reported. 

The Crierx then read the resolution, as follows: 


Is an amendment 
The resolution is not yet 


I ask that the resolution be 


Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the | 
Speaker to wait upon Louis Kossuth, and introduce him | 


to the House of Representatives. 


Mr. CARTTER. The resolution is now sub- 
ject for the action of.the committee. 1 move the 
committee rise and report the resolution to the 
House, with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I do not un- 
derstand the resolution is yet before the com- 
mittée. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair considers the 
resolution now before the committee. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Lobject to the reception of 
the resolution, under the 136th rule, which pro- 
vides ** that no standing rule or order of the House 
* shall be rescinded or changed without one day’s 
‘notice being given of the motion therefor; nor 
‘ shall any rule be suspended except by a vote of 
‘at least two thirds of the members present; nor 
* shall the order of business, as established by the | 
‘rules, be postponed or changed, except by a vote 
‘of at least two+hirds of the members present.’’ | 
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before the committee. 
Mr. STEPHENS. 

that weare in the midst of revolution. 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 

of the Chair | take an appeal. 
Mr. CARTTER. [rise toa question of order. 


[ Laughter. ] 

It then amounts to this— 
{ Laughter. ] 
From that decision 


I understood the Chair to state that the resolution 


was before the committee for their action. After 
that decision of the Chair, and without an appeal 
being taken from it, the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Srepuens] first, and then afterwards the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,] rise to ques- 
tions of order as to the reception of tlfe resolution 
in committee, 
the committee have received it? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


the Chair, deciding that the resolution was before 
the committée. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 


the consideration of the Chair, whether the 136th 


rule referred to does not apply to motions made 


in the House by individual members to change 


the rule, and not to reports of the Committee on || 


Rules, or of the Committee of the Whole? The 
oné day’s previous notice is necessary on the part 


of an individual member, but not by a committee. | 


Mr. BAYLY. 


I will not embarrass this reso- 


lution in the Committee of the Whole, and will | 
} I, however, give notice | 
that [ shall make all these points over again in the | 


withdraw my appeal. 


House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
move an amendment? 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 

rising and reporting. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the committee. p 
poses to amend the resolution, and it is certainly 
in order to offer any amendment the gentleman 
may think proper to submit. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I moveto strikeout 
all after the word *‘ resolved,’’ and to insert the reso- 
lution offered the other day by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Cuineman,] embracing Gov- 
ernor Kossuth amongst that class of persons 
entitled to the privilege-of the floor under rule 17th. 
My desire is to have a resolution adopted similar 
to the one passed in favor of another very distin- 
guished friend of humanity, who came to this city 
about a year ago. I[ allude to Father Mathew. 
A resolution was passed simply giving to that dis- 
tinguished man the privilege of this Hall. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. That was done 
by universal consent. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I hope there will 
be no objection in this committee to the passage 
of a resolutionof that kind. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
resolution of the gentleman from Ohio, offered as 
a substitute, is not in order, because it is upon a 
different subject, and proposes a change of the 


No. 


| standing rules of the House. 


Mr. MACE proposed the following amendment, 
viz: to strike out all after the word ‘‘ resolved,’’ and 
insert: 

That the Speaker wait on Governor Louis Kossuth, and 
give him a cordial welcome, and introduce him to the 


' members of the House of Representatives. 


The 17th rule defines what class of persons shall | 


be admitted upon the floor of the House. Itisa 
downright breaking down of the rules of the | 
House, if this resolution is entertained without | 
one day’s previous notice. 

Cries of ** Question !’’ * Question !”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair concurs in 
opinion, individually, with the gentleman from 
Georgia; and but for the recent vote of the House 
overruling the decision of the Chair, he would sus- 
tain the question of order. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. This is another 
and entirely distinct point, and [ call upon the 
Chair to decide it. I call also for the reading of 
the rules, 


TheCHAIRMAN. The Chairthinks the com- | 


} 
} 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
! 


mittee suspended the rules, and are now acting || ism. 


The question being taken, the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. VENABLE proposed to strike out all after 
the word ‘‘resolved,’’ and to insert as follows: 

That the Speaker be authorized to invite Louis Kossuth 


|| to a privileged seat within this House. 


Mr. VENABLE said: Mr. Chairman, I ask 
the indulgence of the committee whilst I submit 
a few remarks on the amendment which I have 
offered. For the distinguished stranger, whose 
advent has produced such a sensation, | feel all the 
sympathy which is due to one who has struggled, 
although unsuccessfully, for that national organi- 
zation which suits his views of civil liberty. How- 
ever [ might differ with him as to what constitutes 


| that liberty, I feel satisfied that in the struggle in 


which he has fallen he was sincerely contending for 
the constitution of Hungary. I regret, however, 
that I am compelled to remark, that this distin- 
guished stranger has not sustained the high estimate 
which I had formed of him as a prudent statesman 
and areliable patriot. I mean not te question the 
sincerity, but the practical reliability of his patriot- 
Invited as a prisoner and an emigrant, he, 


GLOBE. 


the capital, and introduce hitn to the House of || without rules, as they intend to get the subject 


|| despotism, | did not comprehend the prop 


Now, is it in order to do this after | 


The gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia [Mr. Bayxy] appeals from the decision of | 


I wish to submit this to | 





Is it in order to | 
mn . . | 
rhe question is upon 


The resolution is before | 
‘The gentleman from Ohio pro- | 





Dec. 30, 


en 

| before he reached the shores of England, bec 
| apropagandist. At Southampton, almost in arg 
| ing of the coast of lreland, where the shrie ‘9 
| the families of Mitchell and O’Brien had but 
| rent the air, he eulogized the British Govern 
| who had awarded to those patriots the fat 
| which the intervention of our Government h 
cued him. Believing that there are no deg 


ks of 
lately 
ment, 
€ from 
ad reg. 
rees jp 


riety 
admire the taste of that eulogy. Since he i. 


landed on our shores he has disavowed the cha 
acter of an efhigrant seeking an asylum in of 
| country, but is an avowed propagandist of political 
heresy, so far as we are concernéd —harmless, | 
admit, unless made mischievous by our indorse. 
ment. The coolness with which he announced jn 
his speech to the New York Bar, that if Russia 
should disregard the policy of non-intervention 
which- he recommended to our country, we mug, 
fight or be disgraced, left nothing to be disclosed 
as to his purpose or his policy. He has followed 
up that demonstration, until in Baltimore, recog. 
nizing a difference between the people and the 
| Government, he calls for a pronunciamento as tp 
the propriety of intervention should Russia inter. 
fere hereafter in the affairs of Hungary, Sir, | 
am opposed to any act which commits this Goy. 
ernment to intervention in the disputes which em. 
barrass and often convulse the Old World. Sep. 
arated by oceans and by distance, the problem is 
left to us to work out, what can be done for hy. 
man liberty by those who duly appreciate the 
principles on which it is founded? Rnd here let 
me remind the committee, that there is a great prac- 
tical evil in interference in the domestic affairs of 
other nations. He has read history with but little 
profit, and observed his own times without‘im- 
provement, who has not learned that all communi- 
ties who deserved and who could take care of civil 
| liberty were in possession of that blessing. It js 
| the natural result of a just appreciation of, anda 
determination to possess the full enjoyment of 
equal rights. Whenever the experiment is tried 
of making a people free before their time, it will 
| result in compelling the reception of liberty by 
| brute foree—in the folly of sustaining the minority 
| againt the majority—which will be abundantly 
| manifest when the assisting foreign force is with- 
| drawn. It is a policy as unwiseas that of furnish- 
ing a prodigal the means of wasteful expenditure. It 
is an undertaking in advance of the call of the peo- 
ple, and doomed a to disaster and defeat. 
|Our own history teaches an important iesson. 
Three millions of people, scattered over a vast coun- 
| try, encountered and conquered the opposition of 
| the most powerful nation on the globe. 
A Memper. Whatif France had not interfered 
for us, would we have secured our liberty ? 
Mr. VENABLE. We were always free, and 
we fought, and fought successfully, against op- 
| pression in prospect—against the asserted right 
of taxation without representation. France inter- 
| posed, but it was an act of war, so acknowledged 
and so regarded; and long were the dreary years 
before she exhausted the cup of bitterness the 
| dregs of which she was compelled to drink, and 
which she had placed to her own lips. | do not 
believe that the havoc and the blood which mars 
| and stains the history of France, from the com- 
| mencement of the Revolutiom of 1790-91, has 
resulted in any permanent good to human liberty 
| or social rights. I rejoice that I am one who, four 
| years ago, recorded my name amongst the forty- | 
/seven who refused to congratulate Europe and 
mankind upon the sudden appearance of the mush- 
room-republic of France, which has been in 9 
| summary a manner uprooted by the bayonets of 
Louis Napoleon. They have all the liberty which 
they can take care of—more would make them 
nuisance to themselves and the world. I believed 
| sé four years ago, and ask no particular credit for 
sagacity in the conviction—time has demonstrated 
| its soundness. But, sir, [ repeat, all nations whe 
desire and rightly appreciate civil liberty, acquité 
and preserve it, and are invincible in that cause. 

(Mr. Venase was here interrupted by calls of 
“Question! Question !’’ from a particular part of 
the House. ] 

Mr. V. continued. Mr. Chairman, there am 
persons even in this Hall who, either from defect- 
ive breeding or obtuseness of perception, place 
| themselves beyond the pale of that courtesy whi 
_ regulates the intercourse of gentlemen; and I on 
| assure those persons who interrupt me by calls © 
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